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Abstract
This article attempts to discuss the following tasues:

1. There are various Buddhist cultural traditions/feravailable in the worldtoday (such as the
Theravada, Chinese Mahayana, Tibetan, Japanesehargjo What are the fundamental
differences among the various Buddhist traditions?

2. Buddhism has been in existence for more than 2@@dsy In the course of itsdevelopment,
what phases (process of development and its dfitiosingpoints) have caused the formation
of the unique cultural characteristics oftheseasitraditions?

From a macro perspective, this article discoversimportant phases in the course ofdevelopment of
Buddhism: “Inheriting” and “Reinventing”. At the tiheriting “phase,there are two important
phenomena: “Choice” and “Discarding” At the “Reinti@g”’phase, its new teaching also faces the
conflict of “Agreement “and “Challenges”.The forrwt of different schools of practices and the
emerging of theologicaldifferences/disputes gradglugdke root in a competing atmosphere of
“agreement’and “challenges”.From these importarstsgls in the development of Buddhism, we may
realize thecontributing factors to the various Budttraditions and their subsequent differences.
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Gunavarman and thé"&entury Buddhism in Malaysia
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Abstract

The paper aims to discover the monk Gunavarm@nGB-432CE) as the pioneer of Buddhistized
Kingdoms in the early "5 century of ancient Malaysia. Based on his biogieghand scriptural
sources found in Chinese Tripitaka, the paper ifledtGunavarman’s three steps of Buddhistization
of local kingdoms with the doctrine of Aryamulasastivadanikaya school from Hinayana Buddhism.
The pioneering of Gunavarman’s Buddhistised kingdprobably over 200 years until it was
challenged by another new Buddhistization basetlahayana doctrine at the end d&f @entury in
the area.

Keywords: Gunavarman, Malaysian Buddhism, Aryamulasarvadtwikaya, Hinayana Buddhism
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Setelah berapa lamanya baginda di atas kerajaan, rka baginda bermimpi pada suatu
malam (#%: B« ®E4L"), berpandangan dengan keelokan hadrat nabi mustdii Rasullah
salla’llahu ‘alaihi wa salam. Maka sabda Rasulullahpada Raja Kecil Besar, “Ucap olehmu:
Asyhadu alla ilaha I'l Allah wa asyhadu anna Muhamad-ar-rasulullah.” Maka oleh Raja
Kecil Besar seperti sabda Rasulullah salla’llahu ‘Rihi wa salam itu diturutnya. Maka
sabda Rasulullah kepada Raja Kecil Besar, “Adapun amamu Sultan Muhammad Syah...”

(#%: B BERKIL)
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Setelah sudah makhdum itu sembahyang, maka rajpun menderumkan gajahnya.
Makhdum dibawa baginda naik gajah, lalu dibawa baghda masuk ke dalam negeri. Maka
segala Orang Besar-Besar semuanya masuk Islam; sdika isi negeri lelaki perempuan,
tua muda, kecil besar sekaliannya masuk Islam ditiéhkan baginda @%: M E#i2EH

mn). 18
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AL DY A AL — R T, RBIThE R I — O RE T, S s,
LICY A8, Bk LT

18 Lihat , Sulalatus Salatin (Sejarah Melayyenyelenggara A. Samad Ahmad (Kuala Lumpur: DeBainasa

dan Pustaka, 1986), him 72-74.

W B (Kashmin ZEAT/NRMEH, X ST W5 Dhses F i i S0 ... R . 37 CORUE
B.OET) HE&, OF GEFERE) . CGERERA) & WEZ A, ME GERD . TIRE.
BRHR, WH 5, #7770

20 (HBERIGAT) AR E5lMidr 4, ASCREGE 5 110-114 00, 5B ic 78 W F [FvES
10971,
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B ME— DAERE SATA VAT . IR BRI VAAT SR AR U S AL S 0 R, AR A E R B
by e A — {57 [ IBURY 7 187 2 B I 2 A SR R i 2 S At S5 i RS A UG B S U R AR
(MIRO), L i J55 2 VG o5 4% S U A 38 ARl L g 2 8 S H A B . DRIk, 38 R 3 g v BT
iz [ REAR VU Fa b BRI 2 A | 5 At AT Rt 85 B b 20070 36 31 VG o e v RO A o L i
GRBICL B2 EmiR, (RS IR E AL S A v s il sk AR A . AL T BN 4
JEE SfE 8 v BT A ST AL 2B B R AR S At i 3808 . BB A A B S R T s U 2,
PG| JERE A SOR SAE B . BRUBUR 57 R U B BER S S VUK SR BTt

gy JEEEHERRIREN. REACUSIOhE. RO
* B SLEUA KSR T T U — R A

The Influence of Ven.Sri Dhamananda on MalaysianBudhism
Shi,Ji-min*
Abstract

Buddhism in Malaysia is developed faster and faistdi950’s. There are three important persons in
the development, Ven.Sri Dhamananda (1919-2006) wlxys an important role in English
translation and Theravada Buddhism, Rev. Zhu Mav imtroduced the Chinese Buddhism to public,
Ven.Sumangalo (1903-1963) from United State hasl phée afford to bring youth society to
Buddhism. During 60’s to 80’s, Ven.Sri Dhamanansléghie only Dharma Master who used English.
Besides, Ven.Sri Dhamananda has brought a lot wéldpment to Malaysian society. For example,
he is one of the masters who request Wesak Dayettisted as public holiday from Malaysia
government. He established the launching of MIROctvhis the organization to unite the different
religious in Malaysia. Therefore, Ven.Sri Dhamareins given the name of ‘Father of Malaysia
Theravada Buddhism'. The information above brings &author to have a deep discussion on this
important person in Malaysia Buddhism. This artidemainly introducing the brief biography of
Ven.Sri Dhamananda, his literary work and the arigfi these ideological, and also about his social
life. The last part of this article also discus®uatbhis influence to Buddhism in Malaysia, such as
Buddhism in universities, the relationship with gavment, and the interactions with other religions.

Keywords: Ven.Sri Dhamananda , Buddhism in Malaysig Theravada Buddhism

*Ph.D.Student, Department of Religious Studies el Chengchi University
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SR L, REEIR, B BESE hEIEEE, 200949 H 28H.

G (Ng Sai Kad ,  (FEEE MG E) oR CBSLE I HE SR P95 E)  (Perkembangan
Buddhisme Di Semenanjung Malaysia Sejak Merdekaf5 2 Fh ot : B [ ACE I 2 R 24570, 1990
H 47, JR3C (F5H30) 4R : “Bhikkhu Dr.K. Sri Dhammananda

dianggap sebagai “Bapa Buddhisme Malaysia’untirralnggeris....... Sejak kedatangannya pada tahun
1952,Buddhisme di Malaysia telah mengalami perubalag jelas. ”
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SRR R A, LALLM R, HuES. b TOEMRSR, 20094 10H 4 H.

40 Benny Liow Woon Khin,“Venerable Dr K Sri DhammarwknMala Nayaka Thera ,A Brief Introduction On
His Life and Contributions to Malaysian Buddhisn®94,p.15.

Page 43



55 R VE A B B e SC s | 2011

e, 7EIEEAT (Kirinde) f/NE32 IEHIIZE - MR Benny Liow Woon Khinft (i
JEHERE R 2 LAk LA AT A

B 7E R 30T BB, AR RER I /N B R B R BN BeE B & . (1, BT ER RN
INGAS R, ERMEERIIE, U B ECE F AR E . e R AT, KE M A R (S
. tbsh, Al —Ar 5 5 E R SF RO ORVE AT . R, Al 53 5 AR Ok BT BLS
4&0 42

e ESCHER, AT LU B TR RS BLRE R i iR, B R S R MR R,
WA R NI E 2R, ST I HR H G IR T, SNt B an s il b 20

5%
B E I BAR BB R, T A 53 5 ) PO 2 fth HAB ST T 7 RAF i 2 2
.

SEAh, Al —ALARBARII B, MR B A IR T, (ARSI 5. Rl £
BT [ RARAE O A R — (B g, (ER A R AR HH SR AV R AT ARET R 2 S B 32
RS | EIBRRIBRIE R T, Al NN O B R S

(2 HEWFBREN

+ K, BT (Martin) KA IEZE A SE (Kirinde Vihara) (13 15 7o 2 BE #i [ 3 il
( K.Dharmmaratana Maha Theba J& T~ H K . Hli & 2 i B % £ [ £ B 5 5 |

(Dhammananda , = 8% [EEEE %) EEER RS EmREg] . °

PEUe LLAZ , 32 B B RO VA A A 4 52 5 e AR AR 1Y ) R S AR A B AR . BRI - R
(1940 , A B EHT4ER#F (Kotawila Vihara KA 7 hiiE i b kAT (K. Ratanapala Maha
Thera N2 EmM (EFIFE: Upasampada . *°

“1 Benny Liow Woon Khin edited,“K.Sri Dhammananda itBrial Retrospect”, Buddhist Gem
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Buddhist Transnationalism:
A History of Its Genealogy in Malaysia

Tan Lee Ooi

Draft: Please Do Not Cite

Abstract

As an important crossroad in the Maritime Silk Teddoute, the Peninsula Malaya was a
place of magnetizing the world religions througle thsiting of migrants, traders, and missionaries
from the East and West. Archeological discoverpoéidha, Avalokitévara, and Bodhisattva statues
showed the influence of Buddhism has been stret¢bethis land back to the®lcentury. The
openness in receiving multiple sources of religiloe has vital consequences for the next wave of
landing and propagating of Buddhism in the 19thtwen In this paper, | will trace the two routes of
transnational connections that linked the Buddhisidernism from the larger Buddhist world to
Peninsula Malaya since colonial times. The firsiiltis from the Buddhist world of Theravada
traditions in South and Southeast Asia; the set@ilds the Mahayana Buddhism from China. These
two origin groups have first built their own relagis community and later cooperated in the making of
Buddhist modernism that assisted the religiouditréfetween the host and new frontier, and also
among themselves. Imagine there is a religious dib@ad network and conduit that knotted,
intertwined, contended and mutual benefitted irrisgatheir hardware and software. By looking at
this religious corridor of transnational connectiphintend to lay down the historical backgrourid o
Buddhist modernism consciousness in Malaysia tleipéned concurrently with the responses
towards colonialism and modernity in the larger &hidt world.
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Buddhist Transnationalism:
A History of Its Genealogy in Malaysia

Tan Lee Ooi

Introduction

Back to the early century, Peninsula Malaya wagl igethe Indian traders as a route to China and
vice versa, and the coastal areas of the Peniftmdame major sites of entrepot as well as areas
where traders could rest temporarily and preparettieir journeys. The local people were also
involved in commercial activities; they providecetforeign merchants with commaodities, especially
natural resources from the jungle as well as mirresources like gold and tin. Due to these coatact
and exchanges with the outside world, the variary &ingdoms that were formed were generally
influenced by Hindu-Buddhist and aboriginal worlelws (Jacg-Hergoualc’h 2002: 63).

The Hindu-Buddhist past of the Peninsula Malaya basn ignored in the mainstream
national history of Malaysia. However, images @ditional Buddhism’, Mahayana images, votive
tablet, and stupas from th& & 8" centuries were found at an archeological sitenofirgcient small
kingdom called Panpan located in Kelantan and Tgamu (Jacq-Hergoualc’h 2002: 143-160). In
another kingdom, called Langkasuka, archeologistsogiered objects of Buddhist devotion and
sculpture (ibid.175-187). Langkasuka was locatedNarthern Kedah and Southern Thailand. The
Chinese pilgrim Yijing describes Langkasuka asaefirite stopping-off place for pilgrims’ in th& 7
seventh century (ibid. 112). Meanwhile, Buddhistciiptions either in Pali or Sanskrit and Buddha
statues were discovered in Jiecha, which was lddat8outh Kedah (ibid.207-228).

This openness in accepting diverse religious ti@witalso characterized the next wave of
immigration and propagation of Buddhism in thé" t@ntury. This pluralistic traditidff continued
under British rule and allowed for the transplaftvarious Buddhist traditions to the Peninsula
Malaya through different transnational connectidnsthis article, | trace two routes of transnaéibn
connections that linked the Buddhist modernismheflarger Buddhist world to the Peninsula Malaya
and later to Malaysia. The first route originatadSouth and Southeast Asia, and travelers alosg thi
route brought Theravada traditions to the Peninslakaya; the second route originated in China, and

travelers along this route brought Mahayana Buddtasitions to the Peninsula Malaya.

156 See the argument about the pluralistic traditims sources of Malaysian Buddhism (Tang 2004).
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The Pan-Asian Phenomenon of Buddhist Modernism

The emergence of Buddhist revitalization in Malaysiust be historicized within the larger forces of
colonialism and modernity that shaped the inteoastiof religion and politics, as these represertt pa
of the pan-Asian phenomenon of Buddhist moderniatebb (2005: 213) summarizes 12 features of
Buddhist modernisii’ outlined by Heinz Bechert, these are: ‘(1) a tewgietowards relying on an
independent and non-traditional understanding @Btddha’s teaching found in the early sources; (2)
a process of “demythologisation” of Buddhism; (8¢ tharacterization of Buddhism as a “scientific
religion”; (4) the emphasis on Buddhism as a “pbojohy” rather than a creed or religion; (5) on its
being a “philosophy of optimism” in contrast to Was criticism of “Buddhist pessimism”; (6) in
terms of more practical issues the emphasis onviaiet’ as forming an important feature of the
Buddhist way of life; (7) in terms of social refatis setting great store by “social work”; (8) thairm

by modernists that Buddhism “has always includesbeial philosophy” which is described as a
“philosophy of equality”; (9) the demand that a Bht society should be democratic; (10) the
emergence of Buddhist nationalism; (11) a tenderiapodern Buddhists towards “rewriting history
in accordance with their particular understandinfg national history”; (12) the revival and
popularization of Buddhist meditation as an impatrtdevelopment in Buddhist religious practices’.
McMahan (2008: 6) defines Buddhist modernism asyi®of Buddhism that have emerged out of an
engagement with the dominant cultural and intallakcforces of modernity . It *has little place for
superstition’, is ‘compatible with the findings wfodern science’, and ‘values creativity and intunti
(ibid. 4 & 5). Buddhism modernism was part of tfangation of civilization discourse which started
in the last quarter of the 19th century ‘beginnimith the Christian-Buddhist debates in Sri Lanka’
that generated ‘international links between Buddghiis Sri Lanka, Japan, and the West’ (Duara 2001:
102).

The idea of ‘religion’ itself was created and definby the European tradition since th& 17
century through the scholarship of colonial powersvarious parts of Asia (Asad 1993). Asian
religions have been defined by colonial powers.o@iall administrators used their political authority
to reorganize the colonized societies’ belief syst@nd institutionalized them as ‘religion’ accogli
to the way in which religion is defined in Christigy. Colonialism also impacted the redefinition of
Buddhism according to Western understanding. Wesseholarship has also further fostered the
compilation and canonization of Buddhist scriptusisce the 19 century. The construction of
Buddhism as a ‘religion’ in colonial scholarshipsheubsequently led to the development of certain

trends in the interactions of religion, modernapd politics. The responses of Buddhism to Christia

5"Obeyesekere (1970) coins a term ‘Protestant Buddhisdescribe the responses of Buddhists in Snikba
For him, Protestant Buddhism means the Buddhisin Wwieiny of its norms and organizational forms are
historical derivatives from Christianity... it is agbest against Christianity’ (Obeyesekere 1970&4%&, cited
Malalgoda 1976: 246).
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missionary activity have also triggered the soethl'Buddhist modernism project” that began

concurrently in Sri Lanka, Thailand, and Chinaha tnid- to late 1‘9century.

Malaysian Buddhism is part of the extended netwofk Buddhist modernism. The
reorientation of Buddhism was orchestrated in grfr@nted form by transnational and local religious
leaders. The reorientation was fragmented in thnses¢hat the religious ideas that are exchanged are
usually selectively transplanted and experiencegnBwith this fragmentation in religious doctrine,
there are visible genealogies of Buddhist moderrtisat can be traced. | contend that there are at
least two important trajectories of Buddhist modem in Malaya and later in Malaysia: the

Theravada traditions from Thai and Sri Lanka ardMlahayana tradition from China.

Reformed Buddhism: Thai Lineage in Malaya/ Malaysia

Colonialism has impacted the self-construction afi@hism. The Buddhist reform that occurred in
the mid-19' century in Siam instituted a ‘shift in the intezmation of Buddhist thought’ ‘on the basis
of assumptions derived from the new world-view’ e 1989: 123). In Buddhist countries under
colonial rule, such as Burma and Sri Lanka, Buddhigas ‘forced to undergo a major
transformation’ (Ishii 1986: 67). Although it wasver a European colony, Thailand embarked on a
similar path of Buddhist reformation due to thetiaiive of its rulers. The recompilation of the
Tripitaka and subsequent reorganization of the Banmdertaken by King Mongkut or Rama'i¥/

have impacted the modernization of Buddhism in [Einai.

Mongkut was influenced by competition between Busidand Christian missionaries in Sri
Lanka and the decline of Buddhism in Burma. Mongkas alarmed to these developments in the
Buddhist world and decided ‘to reconcile the dhanmand modern science’ (Tambiah 1976: 214)
after ‘his extensive discussions with Christiansigaaries, first Catholic and later Protestant’ &
1989: 124 & 125). Tambiah (1976: 214 & 231) dessibMongkut's contribution as a ‘word-
emphasizing reformatioff® that was undertaken ‘to initiate changes and tamgion Buddhist
rationalism to meet the intellectual challengeshef nineteenth century’. In launching his ‘reformed
Buddhism’, he was helped, while in monkhood, bygfaup of monks who shared his interest in
eliminating traditional Buddhist practices they ulght obscured the fundamental truths of the
religion’ (ibid.125).

18 Mongkut was a monk for from 1824 to 1851. He beeatimg in 1851 (Keyes 1989: 124).
159 He refers to scripturalism that intends ‘to puri&igion and to adhere to its pristine form’ (Taatb1976:
231).
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Mongkut’s reforms were instituted under Prince X&jana, who established a new system of
religious education for the Sangha as well as remular school§® that contributed to the emergence
of a new worldview ‘very different’ from that founth traditional rituals and traditional religious
education’ (Keyes 1989: 126). Keyes (1989: 12§ues that this new religious worldview led to a
shift ‘from practice centered on communal ritualgtactice centered on self-cultivation’. Theirade
of ‘reformed Buddhism’ influenced King Chulalongkorand the old religious system was
undermined in a series of social reforms (ibid.126127). Under the influence of Western
colonialism’s Orientalist ‘interpretations of anddgment upon indigenous cultural traditicfis’
Chulalongkorn redefined Jatdkato serve his modern nation-building project (J@902). His
composition of Jatakas ‘had for the most part detie the work of a group of European scholars’ who
performed textual studies in Pali (ibid.897). Sirtbe mid-18' century and especially since the
expansion of imperialism in Ceylon and Burma, Buddhwas brought to the public attention of the
Western world, and Western scholars had a moretiyposiiew of Buddhism. However, it was

generally alleged by scholars to be ‘so corruptethfthe religion’s original purity’ (ibid. 897 & &.

The recruitment of abbots from Thailand for Thampdes in the northern Malaysian
Peninsula enabled the maintenance of proper marasker and discipline. Thai abbots had to attend
novice training that incorporated the modern (dt-century) reformed religious education. Some
Thai monks who could speak Chinese dialects prgbaptead Theravada Buddhism to Chinese
believers who went to Thai temples seeking religi@ervices. Nonetheless, due to linguistic
constraints and limited resources, the influence wabably not far-reaching. This situation was
changed by the emergence of local Malaysian mortks were ordained under the Thai monastic

order.

Buddhist Modernism: Sinhalese Lineage in Malaya/ NMgsia

In Sri Lanka, the decline of Buddhism under colbnide alarmed monks and caused them to respond
to the subordination of their religion. According the revivalist interpretation, Buddhism was
brought to Sri Lanka in the®century B.C.E. by the son of the Emperor Asokayarable Mahinda.
Hence, Sri Lanka inherited a ‘true’ form of Buddleaching. This historical interpretation reinforced
the sense of identity crisis among monks and falienat the turn of the f@entury. Colonel Henry
Steele Olcott founded the Buddhist Theosophicali€dpdn Sri Lanka, which encouraged more

proactive doctrinal intervention so as to bettepasition the Buddhist establishment in the wake of

180 He created new secular schools together withraiher, Prince Damrong Rajanubhab (Keyes 1989:.126)
181 Orientalist scholars see Jatakas as ‘pollutionsamerstition’, which ‘had obscured the originalssege’
(Jory 892).

152 The ‘popular stories of the Buddha's former lieshe Theravada Buddhist tradition’ (Jory 2002189
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the challenges posed by Christian missionaries glgatla 1976: 242 - 245). Obeyesekere (1970)
coined the term ‘Protestant Buddhism’ to descriimresponses of Buddhists in Sri Lanka. For him,
Protestant Buddhism meant a form of Buddhism incWwhHimany of its norms and organizational
forms are historical derivatives from Christianityit.is a protest against Christianity’ (Obeyesekere
1970: 46 & 47, cited Malalgoda 1976: 246). Later cdmarismatic religious leaders surfaced, and the
active role of Buddhism in society deepened throogtoming ‘a collective and public religion’ that

‘was interwoven with the changing politics of tlséand’ (Tambiah 1992: 3).

The influence of the Sinhalese community on Maky$8uddhism began when the Sinhalese
immigrant community was formed. First, the commytitilt Buddhist temples to provide religious
services for the Sinhalese migrants, and thesécsesrwere later extended to Chinese communities.
Early immigrants from Ceylon were surveyors, cottwes, traders, planters, railway staff, and Bhitis
officials who were transferred to Malaya (de Sil¥898: 9-22). Unlike the Chinese and Indian
migrant laborers, Sinhalese immigrants belongethéohigher strata of society. Their occupations
implied that they had received basic educationSeglon before coming to Malaya. This status was
important for the transmission of new religiousasi¢hat had developed in Ceylon in the lat® 48d
early 20" centuries. With this historical background, thegrevinfluenced by the vicissitudes of

religious transformation that had occurred in tt@meland prior to their immigration to Malaya.

K. Sri Dhammananda and the Buddhist Maha Vihara Brickfields

The first Buddhist society, the Sasana Abhiwurdlariana Society, was established in Brickfields
in the late 18 century and became a center for Theravada Buddhisfalaysia with the arrival of K.
Sri Dhammananda in 1952. He had become a novicé miotie age of 12 and was fully ordained at
the age of 22. The novice training that he hadivedein Sri Lanka had fully prepared him for
missionary work in Malaysia. The arrival of relig®leaders, especially K. Sri Dhammananda from
Sri Lanka, indirectly transferred the ideas of Blidtd modernism to Malaya. Vidyalankara Pirivena,
the institution for early education attended by $i Dhammananda, was founded by Ratmalane
Dhammaloka in 1875. Ratmalane Dhammaloka belongethé Colombo circle, which led the
missionary activities of Buddhism against the phgssng of Christians through ‘printing presses
and publishing houses; new organizations like theely for the Propagation of Buddhism, Buddhist
Theosophical Society, Young Men’s Buddhist AssaoigtBuddhist schools’ (Malalgoda 1976: 188).
Dhammananda brought Sinhalese Buddhist modernidutataysia and successfully transplanted its
ideas, especially to the English-speaking ChineseldBist community, thus energizing local
Buddhism.
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‘Dhammananda attended a diploma program at thgaladkara Pirivena where he studied
Sanskrit, the Pali Tipitaka and Buddhist Philosgpbssides other secular subjects’ and obtained a
‘diploma in Linguistics and Pali Tipitakd®® Vidyalanakara Pirivena was a Buddhist center of
learning that displayed ‘a more progressive atdtutembarked on experimentation or innovation’
and even ‘participated in active political and sbeigitation’>** The center’s journakalaya ‘carried
feature articles on contemporary issues such aotbef the Bhikku in politics, the compatibilityf
Marxism with Buddhism, the change over of the medaf instruction to Swabhasha, the recognition
of Buddhism as a State religiot?> Dhammananda then furthered ‘his tertiary educatbrthe
Benares Hindu University in India’ and ‘studied foears at the university graduating with a Master
of Arts degree in Indian Philosophy in 194% At that time, Dhammananda was probably the only
Buddhist monk in Malaysia with such a high level fofmal education and systematic religious
training. He turned the Sasana Abhiwurdhi WardHaoeiety based at the Brickfields Temple turned
the society into a Buddhist missionary center araiina of religious revitalization of the Sri Lankan
Theravada tradition frort’

In 1962, after ten years in Malaysia, Dhammananrstabéished the Buddhist Missionary
Society*® (BMS), which was actively involved in missionargtigities including social welfare,
dharma talks, publication and novitiate programse BMS was different from traditional Chinese
Mahayana Buddhist temples, especially in its mismip goals. At that moment, Mahayana Buddhism
in Malaysia was relatively inactive in its proséttig activities compared with Christian missioeati
Mahayana Buddhism passively attracted its religitmlbowers, and members of the Mahayana
Buddhist community lacked a sense of competitioth wther religious groups. Mahayana Buddhism
was passive in its religious propagation for twas@ns. First, there was no proper mechanism that
enabled the training of Buddhist clerics to encgardhe modern bureaucratization of religious
missionary activities. Second, the religious atiiuof Chinese Buddhism viewed all religions as
having the similar goal of teaching the common gduehce, Chinese Buddhists were attracted to

different religious traditions without serious @iféntiation between doctrine and god or deity.

183 Official Site for K. Sri Dhammananda , ‘Life sterfgarly Life’,

http://lwww.ksridhammananda.com/index.php?option=coomtent&task=view&id=26&Itemid=37, accessed

14 April 2010.

164 vidyalankara Pirivena: Its contribution to cultiiand educational development’, 12 December 2Ub%,

Official Government News Portal of Sri Lanka

ngp://www.news.lk/index.php?option:com_contentmew&id:4225&ltemid:52, accessed 13 April 2010.
Ibid.

188 Official Site for K. Sri Dhammananda , ‘Life sterigarly Life’,

http://www.ksridhammananda.com/index.php?option=coomtent&task=view&id=26&Itemid=37, accessed

14 April 2010.

187 At the turn of century, many factors contributedthe formulation of new religious ideas in Sri kan

Among others, the formation of Buddhist societieswrucial.

188 |ts name has been changed to the Buddhist MiasjdBociety Malaysia (BMSM) in 1996. From BMSM'’s

official site, ‘About Us’,

http://www.bmsm.org.my/index.php?option=com_corfamw=article&id=52&Itemid=53, accessed 15 April

2010.
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Chinese religious followers were primarily from tlador class and did not care about any particular
doctrine or teaching. The vacuum created by Mahayarddhists’ lack of willingness to proselytize
was filled by the BMS after independence. As thesjatlent of BMS’s First Committee, Teh Thean
Choo wrote upon the occasion of the tenth anrégrs

‘other co-religionists were forging ahead in th@pgagation work of their respective
religion, we, of the Buddhist faith, were lackinghind in our propagation activities.
Our slackness had resulted in a good deal of meggiion and misunderstandings in
regard to our Buddhist teachings, practices aniefiseln fact it was known that many

of our followers were drifting from us to otherttas’ (Teh 1972: 3)

BMS launched various important religious activitiesntroduce Buddhism to English-educated
Chinese Buddhists and undertook three importanpggation activities in the 1960s and '70s:

publications, correspondence courses and novijii@igrams.

The most impressive project undertaken by BMS4drfiist decade was its publication project.
From 1962 to 1972, BMS published a sizable colbectof booklets divided into two series: the
Missionary Series and the Wisdom Series. Here oteythe list and the total number of copies that
were published in the ‘publications expounding teaching of Buddha’'. The publications in the
Missionary Series weréidloble Living 5,000 copiesWhat Buddhists Beliey®,000 copiespPo You
Believe in Rebirth?5,000 copiesGreat Personalities in Buddhisn8,000 copiesWhy Worry?
10,000 copiest.ife of the Buddha Part,110,000;A Manual of Buddhisml0,000 copiesHandbook
of Buddhists 25,000 copies. The publications in the Wisdomi€Semcluded:What is Religion;?
30,000 copiesYou are Responsihl@0,000 copiesSayings of the Buddh&0,000 copied)ature of
Life, 10,000 copiesHow to Overcome Your Difficultiess0,000 copiesDay to Day Buddhist
Practices 10,000 copiesBuddhism and the Duties of Lay Buddhi4i3,000 copiesChinese Culture
and Religion 10,000 copiesywhy Were We Born®,000 copies anBarents and Children10,000
copies.

Interestingly, BMS’s publication list indicates théhe publication committee kept the scope of
its Buddhist teachings to the basic concepts ofdBisin. BMS always emphasized the more
‘pristine’ forms of Buddhist teaching (Teh 1972)h&nmananda once also argued that ‘Buddhists
may think that going to the temple and offeringwibss at the feet of the image of the Buddha,

lighting a few oil lamps and burning some josskgtior incense in the temple means that is Buddhism.
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They may believe that their religious duties hawastbeen fulfilled®® On the official site of K. Sri

Dhammananda, a similar discourse is reiterated:

‘It was common for many Chinese in Malaysia to rdgthemselves as Buddhist
because of past traditions. However, many of thehmdt understand the teachings of
the Buddha. They mistook the customs and traditibas they grew up with, or those
practised by their parents and grandparents ag lpgirt of Buddhism. Unfortunately,
many of these customs and traditions were basesiperstitious beliefs handed down
from the past. This resulted in Buddhism receiangery bad image and regarded as an

out-dated and superstitious religion by the edutstmta of society.”

Dhammananda represented the wider sentiment regaBliddhist modernism in Sri Lanka.

He argued in his booRri Lanka’s Contribution to Buddhism

‘Sinhalese monks [are instrumental] in organizingh@y schools, study circles,
Buddhist societies, schools, publication of Budthmoks and literature, and lectures
on Buddhism and in indulging in many other religi@activities. In certain countries,
Sinhalese monks were, in fact, the pioneers in sutikities and in the performance
of religious ceremonies in the manner prescribethenDhamma. Where previously
Buddhist activities had been limited only to an agional visit to the Temple and
offering of some joss-sticks, the Sinhalese mordgehon their part, done much to
enlighten the people by revealing the Buddha'’s teaehings and by guiding them on
how to practice this noble religion without resogtito any superstitious beliefs’
(Dhammananda)’

The most important move made by BMS was the ldicnaof its missionary activities.
Dhammananda formed a committee led by lay persndsatso set up the BMS Youth Section and
BMS Ladies Section. The first president of BMS ahé committee members were mostly lay
persons. The involvement of the youth energizediongry activities and provided Buddhism with a
new image as a religion for the young. New ideasved from the participation of young lay persons;
for example, correspondence courses taught bBM®@ Youth Section were introduced. The courses

were designed by a University Malaya graduate watithe goal of adapting to the local need for a

189 Dhammananda, K. Sri (n.dBuddhism and Duties of A Lay Buddhist
http://www.ksridhammananda.com/pdf/08-04-02/DUTIEE¥%20a%20lay%20buddhist%20-%20edited. pdf,
accessed 24 April 2010.

170 Official Site for K. Sri Dhammananda , ‘Life sterMation Building’,
http://www.ksridhammananda.com/index.php?option=coomtent&task=view&id=29&Itemid=37, accessed
14 April 2010.

"1 bhammananda, K. Sri (n.dSyi Lanka’s Contribution to Buddhism
http://www.ksridhammananda.com/pdf/new/Sri%20laré20contribution%20t0%20buddhism%20-
%20edited.pdf, accessed 24 April 2010.
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basic understanding of Buddhism. The correspondeaaese Buddhism For Yduwvas described in
simple language, ‘presented interestingly’, coubé ‘easily remembered’, and was ‘applicable to
lives’ to ‘deepen understanding of Buddha Dhammastoglying it systematically’ (Ang 1980: 31).
The course aimed to instill ‘Buddhist doctrinesaticould inspire readers to engage in ‘the studly an
practice of the Dhamma’ and ‘lead a meaningful tifefollowing the Buddhist principles of living’
(ibid.32). In Lesson 2, entitled ‘What BuddhismNet’, there was an emphasis on the misconceptions
of Buddhism that arise in the popular practicesadiwith Chinese religions. Accordingly, this course
received an overwhelming response, with an enroitroé more than 500 people. The Youth Section

planned to translate it into the national languaige Chinese (ibid.33).

A few years before independence, the unconstranegly of monks and nuns from overseas
gradually slowed. On one hand, the creation of rib&/ nation-state entailed stricter rules and

regulations on the movements of citizens. In 1€58ef Abbot of Kek Lok Si told'he Straits Times

‘Priests are in such demand in other states anidk®ents that our temple has had to
release many for service elsewhere..... Malayan lasising to enter the priesthood had
to enter a recognized monastery in China..... It wiil$ possible for them to leave
Malaya, but he doubted if under the new immigratamm they would be able to return to
this country’ The Straits Time$953).

One the other hand, Mahayana Buddhism was in a sfatlecline due to the anti-religious
policies of the CCP in China, and it was very difft to attract Malaysian born Chinese to join the
clergy. During the 1960s and '70s, Chinese Buddtuperated in tandem withthe larger belief system
of Confucianism, which valuexiao (filial pity). The first Confucian precept ofiao expects the son
to sustain the lineage through marriage and toimoatthe family name’s posterity. The clerical
shortage problem was apparent. Dhammananda apdlyliebed the Buddhist Monks Training Centre,
which organized novitiate programs to teach theegnpublic, especially the youth, ‘monastic
discipline and to take up a monk’s life for advaneat in personal development and service to the
Buddhist community in Malaysia’ (Buddhist Missiogg@ociety 1980b: 29). The novitiate program
lasted two weeks and included intensive coursesBaddhist doctrines and suttas, chanting,
meditation, and novice discipline during schooliti@ys. This program allowed those interested in the
monastic life to experience life as a novice fahart period of time. This program was designed to
sow the seeds of aspiration to monkhood. Theriiwsitiate program was launched in 1976 and it has
since succeeded in attracting participants who ehosbecome full-time English-speaking sangha
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members. In other words, it contributed to the gedization of the sangha as these homegrown

sangha later played an important role in the deratmnt of Malaysian Buddhisi?

Dhammananda was also active in international Bugdditpanizations. For example, he was an
Honorary President of the World Fellowship of Buidth from 1995 to 2006 and a Senior Religious
Adviser for the World Buddhist Sangha Council. Tiiernational connection was enabled believers
to keep up with the latest developments in Buddhisfich underwent tremendous changes in the

modern world.

Before the emergence of active Mahayana reformigsupgs, the Brickfields Temple was a
‘central network of a number of Buddhist organsas’ (Buddhist Missionary Society 1980a: 31).
Buddhist organizations such as YBAM and the Felldp®f Buddhists were centered at Brickfields
Temple, where they planned or held their activitiese Joint Wesak Celebration Committee also
used Brickfields Temple to coordinate their acidgtin celebrating the annual Wesak festival in the

Kuala Lumpur area (ibid).

Brickfields Temple’'s activities under Dhammananddsadership employed modern
technology, involved lay persons, were creativdormulating new methods of proselytizing, de-
emphasized the supernatural, and highlighted thdemoscientific discourses of Buddhism. The first
Prime Minister of Malaysia, Tunku Abdul Rahman, erstated that ‘Ceylonegéwho worked in
large numbers in almost every branch of the pudddiainistration.... [have] left an indelible mark in
my mind’ (Selvaratham & Apputhurai 2006: xv). Sifdse monks were an ‘indelible mark’ in
strengthening the English-speaking Chinese Buddinstmunity against the proselytizing of other
world religions, and to a certain extent, they alftuenced the development of Mahayana Chinese

Buddhism through direct and indirect exchanges.

Rensheng Fojiao(Buddhism in Human Life): Mahayanaiheage in Malaya/ Malaysia

During the revolutionary age of the early"a@entury, the Chinese belief system was seen as a
cause of China’s backwardness. Under the weigtthisfidentity crisis, there was a call for the
abandonment of Chinese tradition. Chinese Buddhisisseen as part of the ‘superstitious’ Chinese
belief system that caused the downfall of Chinégdization. ‘Most intellectuals of the New Culture

Movement summarily dismissed religious beliefs amdctices as worthless remnants of a

172 Official Site for K. Sri Dhammananda , ‘Life sterMovitiate Programme’,
http://www.ksridhammananda.com/index.php?option=coomtent&task=view&id=31&Itemid=37, accessed
24 April 2010.

13 There are two groups, Sinhalese and Tamil.
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prescientific feudal society or unfortunate surisvdrom humanity’s psychological childhood’

(Pittman 2001:25). One prominent leader of the mmm, Liang Qi Chao, argued that

‘the Chinese had always been quite badly tainteti tie poison of superstition; as
Buddhism became prevalent, all sorts of beliefvih gpirits and unorthodox doctrines
as well as methods for public deception and popd&usion..... If this continues
unchanged, then Buddhism will become a great olestacmur intellectual world, and
even those of us who have always treated Buddhisachings with respect will

henceforth be tongue-tied and afraid to discuasytnore.’ (cited Pittman 2001: 29)

Against the historical backdrop of cultural revadatin China, Taixu called for a reform of
Chinese Buddhism to shield Buddhism from the adtwss and negative perceptions of anti-
religionist intellectual groups and to ‘counter tguments and actions of hostile anti-religionists
(Pittman 2001:2). Chinese religion was not onlpeked by the May Fourth Movement'’s intellectual
groups; even before the May Fourth Movement in 19%t@rting in 1898, an anti-superstition
movement had existed. Under the political modetimpaproject led by Kang Youwei, a policy
entitled ‘Destroy temples to build schools’ wasnelaed by Guangxu Emperor. Another fierce anti-
superstition movement was led by the Kuomingtanghf 926 to 1937. Temples and their lands were
seized and confiscated. For four decades from 189837, ‘probably more than half of the million
Chinese temples that existed in 1898 were empfiadl celigious equipment and activity’ (Goossaert
2006: 308). Taixu lived during that socially andifically turbulent ‘period of religious prosecutib
(Birnbaum 2003: 430) in China. He adopted the diss® of anti-superstition to reform Buddhism. At
the same time, he also actively promoted the e@stabént of Buddhist organizations to protect
Buddhism as an organized religion. In 1945, Tabwnfled the Committee for the Reorganization of
Chinese Buddhism. Two years later, under the aespit the Nationalist Chinese government, he

founded the Chinese Buddhist Association (Tuttle5)0

In the early 28 century, Taixu called for a religious reform ofiédse Buddhism through
‘institutional reorganization, modern education,mp@assionate social action, and ecumenical
cooperation in global mission’ (Pittman 2001: 2 ptoposed a new way of understanding Buddhism,
which he termedrensheng fojiap meaning ‘Buddhism for human life’ or ‘Buddhisrarfthe living'.

He argued that ‘all practices that have to do vgtus and ghosts be immediately discontinued’
(ibid.175). Another major theosophical shift propdsby Taixu was that Buddhism should be
practiced during human life, and he ‘emphasized thiadom could not be attained apart from
compassionate actions in the world’ (ibid.8). Dgrihe Cultural Revolution, Buddhism was plagued
by many problems including morally corrupt monkgjtdated doctrinal teaching by famous
monasteries, the challenge posed by Christian amasies and political pressure from anti-religibnis
intellectuals as well as the government. Peopla datieved that ‘Buddhism is vanishing; the monks
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are disappearing more and more; and the templesvanmdsteries are on the decline’ (Reichelt,
ibid.49).

In response to the religious crisis and the detatimn of Buddhism, Taixu proposed three
revolutions for Mahayana Buddhism: ‘an organizadlorevolution, an economic revolution, and an
intellectual revolution’ (ibid.80). The first reustion was the restructuring of the sangha system to
create proper recruiting systems and training ofgba members. These recruiting and training
systems included ‘new model monasteries, benevabeganizations, and educational ventures’
(ibid.95). He founded the Wuchang Buddhist Instifjuhe South Fujian Buddhist Academy, The
World Buddhist Institute, The World Buddhist Unisgy, Han Zang Jiaoli YuanandDaxingshan Si
all of which were modern educational institutioms the sangha. The second revolution was the
rebuilding of economic resources to support theglsanand monasteries. Taixu planned a self-
sufficient sangha economic system that urged thierihaof sangha to work as farmers to support
themselves. The third revolution was the reintegiien of Buddhism to reject superstitious beliefs
and teachings that over-emphasized the otherworldiyserve this aim, he publishBlichao Yin an
important magazine that promotednsheng fojiaoby highlighting the ‘this-worldly’ aspect of
Mahayana Buddhism. The contents of this magazickided ‘exposition of Buddhist doctrines’,
‘defense of the faith in the face of modern crami, ‘advocacy of reformation’, ‘stories of
conversion experiences, lives of saintly devotesmsl ‘critical review of works on religion and
philosophy’ (Tsu, cited ibid.94).

The political and Cultural Revolution that occurdater, in the 1960s, led many monks and
especially nuns to flee to Taiwan. In Taiwan, Taxas the religious teacher of the famous scholar-
monk Yinshun, who contributed to ‘Chinese Buddhwsimtellectual resurgence’ (ibid.267). A more
systematic way of studying Buddhist scripture wesppsed by Yinshun, and Taixu’s ‘Buddhism for
human life’ was extended and interpreted. Yinshitiated another philosophical shift in Chinese
Buddhism; he rejected the practice of worshippingdd@ha ‘like gods in their heavens’. As he

explained,

‘Sakyamuni Buddha was neither a god nor a demdtherea son nor a messenger of
a god. Sakyamuni frankly stated: “All buddhas anotldrhonored ones arise from
within this world and not from those gods. Thistige not only of Sakyamuni
Buddha; all buddhas arise from the human realmmamndrom a heaven™ (ibid.270).

The founders of Fo Guang Shan, Fa Gu Shan, an€hizhave been influenced by Taixu. Fo
Guang Shan’s founder Xingyun once stated that'swee | started propagating the Dharma, | have
been following the teachings of Master Taixu’ besstsaving those who are alive is much more

important than saving the dead’ (ibid.273). Accogdto another interpretation of Taixu’s influence,
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‘Taixu was the advocate of a Buddhism for humaa, libut Xingyun is the one who has put a

Buddhism for human life into practice’ (ibid).

Fa Gu Shan'’s founder Shengyan also recognizecgaey of Taixu. Shengyan ‘linked [their]
construction with the concerns of a line of Budthisformers that goes back through Taixu’
(ibid.283). As Shengyan explains,

‘Taixu began to promote a “Buddhism for human lif§aixu’s student Yinshun
continued this by advancing a “humanistic Buddhistly shifu, the Venerable
Master Dongchu, published the magazitemanity And then, in Taiwan, | myself
founded Dharma Drum Mountain, whose goal is thégldishment of a pure land on
earth”. These measures are all designed to pretieweisdom of Buddhism, which
is in great peril, and to promote activities thatl wecover the original design of
Sakyamuni Buddha’ (cited Pittman, 2001: 283 & 284).

Zhengyan, the founder of the Tzu Chi Philantrogfeandation, was ordained by the scholar-
monk Yinshun, who was Taixu's disciple. Zhengyanpbasizes the compassionate actions of
Buddhism. She once stated that ‘[i]f we don't piactthe teachings of the sutras, the distance
between humans and the Buddha will still be immesdsy large. One who learns Buddhism should
understand it thoroughly and practice it personallyDne can benefit only from rigorously practicing
what one has learned’ (ibid.290). This statemembispatible with what has been argued by Taixu,
who stated that ‘[tJrue bodhisattvas could nevekdbeir own rebirth without simultaneously seeking
the rebirth of all sentient beings’ (Pittman 20039). The famous slogan of Tzu Chi is similar tatth
of Nike: ‘just do it’ zuo jiu dui I¢.

Religious freedom in Taiwan and the arrival of théisst-generation charismatic religious
leaders from China laid down the foundation for themamic development and globalization of
Buddhism. These leaders continued Taixu’s modetinizafforts. As Taiwan's economy developed,
the accompanying wealth allowed more resourcesetatanneled into global religious activities.

These transnational Buddhist movements then beddfftalaysian Buddhism.

The influence of Taixu extended to Malaya as wall1940, Taixu was invited by Buddhist
organizations in Malaya to deliver a public lectfféne Straits Timesl940a). His lecture on ‘The
Buddhist Eightfold Path and the Reformation of Qife’ was given in Mandarin, and 200 men and
women attendedThe Straits Timesl940b). One letter to the editor called Taixwe‘tdartin Luther
of modern Buddhism’ (L.C.L., 1940).

Taixu and Chuk Mor
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Taixu's influence on Mahayana monks who emigrateminf China to Malaya was quite
significant. The genealogy of ‘Buddhism for humde’ ladvocated by Taixu was also disseminated to
Malaya through the efforts of his student Chuk Marprominent Mahayanist monk in Malaysia.
According to the biography of Chuk Mor, in 1946,emhChuk Mor was 34 years old, a prolonged,
serious fever almost took his life. One night, CiMliir had an prophetic dream predicting his future
course. In his dream, Ksitigarbha, a popular badtvia who took the pledge to save all beings in the
hell realms, told Chuk Mor that ‘in the Southernrldpyou have a great mission to propagate the
dharma’ (Lu 2010: 112). Chuk Mor perceived thisadneas revealing his duty in this life. In 1954,
Chuk Mor was invited to serve as a religious teaettdhe Bodhi Secondary School in Penang. He
edited three volumes of Buddhist textbooks for shedents, and Penang became Chuk Mor’s new

homeland.

Chuk Mor began his discipleship under Taixu at$oath Fujian Buddhist Academi{nnan
Foxue Yua)) the major center of modern Buddhist educatioCinina during the Republican Age.
Taixu was the head of the school in 1927 (Welch71941), and he designed the academy according
to the new educational system. There were ‘writatrance examinations, diplomas, and a regular
marking system in which 60 percent was the pasgiade’ (ibid). The instructors were not like the
traditional senior monks ‘seated on a dais in arauk,’ instead, they ‘walked around and used
blackboard, while students sat taking notes’ (ibld)1932, Chuk Mor was the best student in the
academy. Taixu once described an article writte€byk Mor as ‘clearly articulated, the best among
the students, if could cultivate more the futurémstless’ (Lu 2010: 18). Chuk Mor then became one
of Taixu's disciples and followed him in his dharrwurs of various places in China. Chuk Mor
recorded Taixu’'s dharma talks and published thenHaicao Yin the magazine that promoted
reformist the Buddhism of Taixu. In 1933, Chuk Maais appointed the sub-editortéhicao Yinand
a researcher at Wuchang Buddhist Institute. Healsasthe librarian for the World Buddhist Institute
founded by Taixu. Chuk Mor contributed many ardleHaicao Yin He participated in debates with
anti-religion intellectuals. The famous May Fou@hltural Movement thinker Wushi wrote an article
that criticized Buddhism, and a young Chuk Mor tdraded his misguided view (ibid.21). In 1935,
Chuk Mor was ordained with the Bodhisattva vow kXt (ibid.34). In the same year, Chuk Mor
was appointed assistant lecturer at South FujiatdBigt Academy.

Chuk Mor had broad experience in the publicatioBofldhist magazines. During the Japanese
occupation, he was involved in the publication ofHang Kong-based magazine callfdhe
Awakening of South Chin€huk Mor edited issue no. 7, which was a spesdition on Taixu’s 58
Birthday. He then became a contributor to the miagazproviding information about Taixu’'s
activities in China. Chuk Mor was appointed asaditf the magazine starting with issue no. 12. He
insisted thatThe Awakening of South Chinaherit and promote the new teaching of Taixu on

Chinese Buddhism. In 1941, Taixu wrote a lettehitn and complimented the magazine, calling it
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‘interesting.” Taixu hoped that it would teach §@unger generation in South China about the new
Buddhism.

Chuk Mor’s involvement in the publishing world wasucial to the birth of an important
Buddhist magazine that would have an influence aaybkian BuddhismThe Everlasting Light
which was first published in 1951 in Macao. Thetattl desk moved after Chuk Mor decided to
remain permanently in Penang. Afterwartise Everlasting Lighbecame an influential magazine for
Chinese-speaking Malaysian Buddhists. He explaihedneaning of the magazine'’s title as follows:
‘the light of Buddhism started from one persorthén spreads to thousands and millions, the light o

dharma should be continued forever’ (ibid.113).

In 1962, Chuk Mor’s followers built The Triple Wisth Hall in Penang when the original
building was insufficient to accommodate the degstevho sought the dharmghe Triple Wisdom
Hall offered various Buddhist lectures and classethi®Buddhist community in Penang and became
a famous center for Buddhist study. Some intelldstwere attracted by Chuk Mor and took refuge as
Buddhists. In 1972, a Taixu Memorial Pagoda wadt liai remember Taixu’s contributions and
promote his idea of ‘Buddhism for human life’. 1875, the Center of Buddhism for Human Life was
set up in memory of Taixu. It has been estimatatidhound 50,000 laypersons took refuge in the five
precepts and that 135 clerics were ordained by Ghak(ibid.189). Later, his students, laypersons as

well as clergy, played an important role in theelepment of Buddhism in Malaysia.

Chuk Mor’'s work was not confined to his own temp@ne of his major contributions to
Malaysian Buddhism was institution-building througiie formation of associations. In 1955, a
famous monk from Melaka Shi Kim Beng met with isadiss the possibility of forming a national
Buddhist body. MBA was formally registered in 19%ith 400 affiliated organization members and
3,000 individual members. In 1959, it was offigjalaunched in Kek Lok Si with the opening
ceremony presided over by Tunku Abdul Rahman, Hrghe Minister and Father of Independence of
Malaysia. MBA functioned as a lobby group for Ma&n Buddhism. The decision to form a
national organization also demonstrated that, ¢éivengh Chinese Buddhist clergy living in Malaysia
were from China, the localization process had beguake root. The political revolution in Chinalle
to the rise of the Communist Party of China. ThePGOppressed religion and subsequently launched
the Cultural Revolution in China, thus closing teor for Mahayanist monks’ return. Chuk Mor was
the President of the MBA for about 12 years, anthdLthis time he laid down several milestones for
the future development of Buddhism in Malaysia. KCiMior's efforts to locally promote modern
Sangha education represent another of his signtficantributions. In 1969, the Malaysian Buddhist
Institute was founded, and he became the Deaneoingtitute for 30 years. The establishment of a
Buddhist academy is one way to formalize BuddhiBring the early 20 century in China, ‘new
educational systems’ countered ‘the criticism afut@r educators’ that Buddhists were superstitious
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(Tuttle 2005: 75). Besides the organizations meetibabove, Chuk Mor also actively promoted the
nation-wide formation of Buddhist societies, inghgl Buddhist societies in secondary schools,
universities, and teaching colleges, as well abasttate, city, town, or village level. Chuk Muas
been called ‘The Father of Mahayana Buddhism inaykih'.

There is a popular saying in Buddhist communitiesMalaysia that before independence,
Chinese Buddhists ‘could not distinguish deity ardBha’ Shenfo Bufén This dominant discourse
of Shenfo bufertan be seen in the writings of Mahayanist monke wiere influenced by Taixu.
Taixu’'s ideology was inherited by Chuk Mor, who apg these concepts to the Malaysian context to

counter $enfo Buferin Chinese Buddhist communities.
Conclusion

Early Buddhist modernism in Malaya was created bgianal ties, and this trend has
continued in contemporary Buddhist revitalizatiblowever, a few differences enhance the density of
regional linkages. Technological advancements sisdfie creation of global media, the Internet, and
transportation have facilitated interactions am@&ugldhists from different parts of the world. The
historical roots of transnational connections witithe Buddhist world have shaped the early
development of Malayan and, later, Malaysian BuslahiThai, Sri Lankan, Burmese, and Chinese
Buddhism in Malaysia developed as results of tHegioeis resources of immigrants from the

countries in which these traditions originally dieed.

The Buddhist modernism that developed in Sri Lafikailand, and China ushered in another
form of Buddhism characterized by the arrival ofigieus leaders who were influenced by the
modern forms of Buddhism. Dhammananda and Chuk Mepresented this first generation of
reformist monks in the 1950s and '60s. Their itikies, especially the formation of Buddhist
organizations such as MBA and BMS, have strengthéme reformist ideal among clerics as well as
laypersons. One distinctive feature of contempoBugdhist revitalization in Malaysia is the larger
scale of bi-regional interaction between Chinesddbists in Malaysia and Taiwan. The initiatives of
local Chinese Buddhist organizations have imprdhedorm and content of Buddhism. In addition to
local efforts, at this moment, there is a new walenodernist Buddhist ideas from Taiwan that is

also contributing to Buddhist revitalization in Mgkia.
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Gim P RBBERDNERERR

Burmese Theravada Buddhism in Malaysia and Singaper

Daw Win/#&
Abstract

British colonial records showed that the early dishen from Burma (previous name of Myanmar)
had already resided on Pulau Penang when Franglg took possession of the island and named it
the “Prince of Wales Island” on the 12th of AugdSi86. The Burmese were found among early
foreign inhabitants when the British arrived tostiéland. They reportedly built a Burmese temple in
Burmese village namely “Kampong Ava” to fulfil thespiritual needs. The old Dhammikarama
Burmese Temple (1803) at Burma Lane, Penang, vghiclives to this day, becomes the landmark of
the earliest religious establishment of Burmeseraanity in British Malaya. After some decades,
Another Burmese temple was established in Singafdre huge marble Buddha image in the Maha
Sasana Ramsi Burmese Buddhist Temple is a strodgree of the spread of Burmese Theravada
Buddhism to Singapore during 19th century.This pap#él highlight the spread of Theravada
Buddhism in Malaysia and Singapore (once referedag British Malaya). Burmese and local
devotees observe Buddhist traditions, in particutasic learning of Dhamma by chanting Buddhist
prayers and making offerings; and by practising/gfassana meditation or insight meditation. In
addition, the paper will offer a brief study aswby and how Burmese Theravada Buddhism can co-
exist and remain relevant in multi-racial and mafigious societies for over two centuries.

Page 96



55 R VE A B B e SC s | 2011

Gim P RBBERDNERERR

Burmese Theravada Buddhism in Malaysia and Singaper

Daw Win/#&
Introduction

British colonial records proved that the early éshen from Burma had already resided on Pulo
Peneng when the island was taken possession &ritieh by Mr Light and named it the “Prince of
Wales Island” on the 2of August 17867

Sir George Leith, who was nominated to be Lieute@overnor in February 1800 to take charge the
Prince of Wales Island, noted in his book “A shactount of Prince of Wales Island” (published
1804) that by the time on his arrival to this islan April 1800, the Burmese (Burmahs) were found
among other foreign inhabitants such as the Brititch, Portuguese, Armenians, Arabs, Parsees,
Chinese, Chooliahs, Malays, Buggesses, Siamesmdse and so on.

The Burmese built their religious establishments tbe Prince of Wales Island during the
administration of Sir George Leith for their spiat needs. The temple still survives at Burma Lane,
Penang UNESCO heritage sites as the icon of eantynBse community. The paper intends to trace
the spread of Burmese Theravada Buddhism to Biitislaya and its development.

The paper will highlight the revival of Theravadadgihism in Malaysia and Singapore, once British
Malaya, in terms of Pariyatti and Patipatti. Thenfer is to understand basic Dhamma , learning the
Buddha doctrine by prayer, chanting and make offgerand the latter is the direct knowing of a
characteristic of reality by practising of Vipasaameditation or insight meditation and “metta” or
loving-kindness meditation.

Finally, the paper will offer a brief study of whand how Burmese Theravada Buddhism is co-
existent in multi-racial and multi-religious sodest for over two centuries.

Early Spread of Burmese Theravada Buddhism to Britsh Malaya

Theravada Buddhism became dominant in Myanmararetéventh century. Pagan city is a landmark
in the development of Buddhism in Myanmar. It netéaan emphasis on the teachings in Pali suttas,
such as karma and rebirth, and Four Nobel Truths et

In everyday folk Buddhism, Burmese Buddhists speékemple-building as a sure way to be
reincarnated into a better spiritual position ifuture life time. Those observed Burmese Buddhist
traditions sacrificed some portions of their incotaebuild “theing” or ordination hall, “kyaung” or
monastery, “tazaung” or worship hall, “zayat” ostrouse in the belief that such financial gengyosi
was not for one’ own liberation from worldly bondalgut for salvation of all mankind.

Sir George Leith mentioned in his book, “The Bursalne not numerous. They live in a small Town
by themselves, and subsist chiefly by fishing"The Burmese created a village in Pulau Tikus dalle

174sjy George Leith, A short account of the settlempraduce and commerce, of Prince of Wales Islamthe
Straits of Malacca, London: printed for J. Boot804, p.3.
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“Kampong Ava”, probably named after the KingdomAofa, then old Burma. Burmah Road was
named by the British administrators when they e@ahe main road in this area. Off shoots of
Burmah Road were also named after major towns iaedsrin Burma such as Rangoon, Mandalay,
Moulmein, Tavoy, Irrawaddy, Salween and so on.

The Burmese presence in Pulau Tikus is best rempexsdy surviving the Dhammikarama Burmese
Temple at Burmah Lane (Lorong Burma). It is evidémat they brought along their everyday
religious beliefs and practices to this new land.

The old templ¥® as in “The Burmese Temple” painted by Captain &ulwH. Locker in 1805, is
merely a simple small stupa attached by an opdrhmsse. It is very common that Burmese people
build pagoda and “zayat” or rest house seen indAuing that time. Its original name is Nandy moloh
Burmese Temple. It was built in 1803 on the landaded by Nyoya Betong and said to be the first
Burmese Buddhist temple in British Malaya.

Queen Victoria through the East India Company gehtand jointly for the Siamese and the Burmese
communities to erect their temples. The Burmesgkenmvas expanded construction. In 1838, the old
stupa was enshrined within an outer stupa, togetlitdr the ceremonial hall guarded by a pair of
stone elephants’’

The Development of Theravada Buddhism in British Méaya

In 1819, Singapore replaced Penang as the Britisfeot. Together with Penang, Singapore came
under the direct administration of the British Edstia Company from 1819-1867. In 1867,
Singapore attained the status of Crown Colony imgedominance over the affairs of the region.
Singapore retained the premier position as thedfesdministration for the British until Rangoon sva
added to the Crown Colony in 1885.

The British’s favourable commercial policies mademenerce flourished in Singapore. The
flourishing of commercial activities, opening of &auCanal in 1869, regular shipping networks of
Singapore, Penang and RangtBpulled many Chinese-Burmese from Burma to Singzpand
pushed Chinese from the Straits Settlement to Rangerse versa.

The street names around Balestier Road are evideotea strong Burmese presence (include
Burmese and Chinese-Burmese from Burma) and soomipent Chinese of Singapore who became
rich due to their business connection with Rangdam.example, Moulmein Road, Mandalay Road,
Irrawaddy Road and Martaban R&8dand Kim Keat Rodd® and so on.

175y George Leith, A short account of the settlempraduce and commerce, of Prince of Wales Islamthe
Straits of Malacca, London: printed for J. Boot&04, p. 25, 28.

1"%Tan Kim Hong, “The Chinese in Penang: A pictoriatdry”(postcard courtesy of the Malcolm Wade),
Penang: Areca Books, 2007, p.220

""Dato’ mary J. Ritchie & Ms Nyee Aye Toolseram, Base in Penang, 25 October 2009. ( www.
Asiaexplorers.com/.../dhammikarama_burmese_templg.htm

178G, Shwe Yaitt, Agent of British India Steamship Mgtion at Mergui(Burma), Sir Harcourt Butler, Wko'
Who in Burma, Rangoon: Indo-Burma Publishing Ageri827, p.246

"Name of Martaban Road, running from Balestier Rmellandalay Road, was approved by British colonial
administrator on 5 July 1929, National Archivesdaipore.

180im Keat Road is named after Choa Kim Keat. Chaa Kieat's father was a native of Malacca and settled
in Singapore. He succeeded his brother’s busimessdck, Chin Seng & Co. in Rangoon and died tivere
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Most Chinese-Burmese were devoted to TheravadaltBsidoeliefs. They were the major donors of
historical temples in Yangon as well as outside Myar. Tang Sooay Chin and Khoo Teo Gou’s
religious contributions in Singapore: Maha Sasaam® Burmese Buddhist Templk is a good
example. The temple houses the largest white m&itiiha image outside Myanmar which stands
about eleven feet high and weighs ten tons.

Mr. Tang Sooay Chin, bearing Burmese name as U Hran, founded a Burmese Buddhist
institution, probably a private one, among Burmasmigrants at 17 Kinta Road (off Serangoon
Road)in 1875. In 1878, he transferred the templeKimo Teo Gou, a Chinese born in
Mandalay(Upper Burma) in 1866 and a Burmese ti@uli physician better known by his Burmese
name U Kyaw Gaung.

Khoo Teo Gou came from Mandalay to Singapore indagy age. He spent his childhood in
Mandalay, a land of Theravada Buddhist influetféélis ambition to propagate Theravada Buddhism
in Singapore was made possible.

When Khoo Teo Gou was elected as the trustee ofetmple in 1907, his ambition to propagate
Theravada Buddhism in Singapore was made posgisléhe in-charge of the Buddhist centre, he
raised fund among Chinese-Burmese immigrants amploited’ a huge marble Buddha image by ship
from Mandalay (Burma) and arrived Singapore on Jl€cdber 1921. It weighs ten tons and
measures 10ft. 9 ins. by 9ft. 6ins. The cost wa®P rupees. The statue was enshrined at the
Burmese Temple at 17 Kinta Road (off Serangoon R&damely Maha Buddha Kutite in 14
October 1932. Khoo was elected as the first chairafdhe trustees of the temple.

Burmese Buddhist Traditions in British Malaya

The early Burmese, who settled in Penang in ea@fycentury, brought along with them everyday
worship of Buddha by observing five precepts, tasid Theravada Buddhist tradition.

By the turn of century, new Burmese migrants indgnbrought “new Buddhist traditions” with
them. They also intermarried with Chinese and bec&iendly. For example, the Burmese young
ladies, one hundred and fifty Burmese cheroot nsagio arrived Penang in 1920 from Rangoon and
the Irrawaddy Delta, brought with them the vigorduslitions of the Shwedagon and Sule pagodas.
They stirred the people beyond the old Burmese aamitynwith a fashion that Penang has not seen
for many years. To celebrate Burmese New Year Daysne whole week, they congregated at the

1865. Choa Kim Keat, son-in-law of Tan Kim Chin¢dést son of late Tan Tock Seng) and then managing
director of the Straits Trading Company, and alsmaged the largest rice business of Kim Ching &Bothis
capacity Kim Keat had strong business connectigh Rangoon. Song Ong Siang, One Hundred Yeargryist
Of The Chinese In Singapore, Singapore: Oxford Brsity Press, 1953, p.291

81Burmese Buddhist Temple at 14 Tai Gin Road (ofeBaér Road), besides Dr. Sun Yet Sen Nanyang
Memorial Hall.

82\landalay was founded by King Mindon as his royatitz on 3 February 1857 which was the 2400
anniversary of Buddhism. During his reign, thehfiBuddhist Synod (Council) held in Mandalay in 18Tte
chief objective of the council was to recite ak tieachings of the Buddha, the Tipitaka which wagaved on
729 marble slabs and assembled in Kuthodaw(great)rRagoda during 1860-1868. Mandalay style marble
Buddha statue production was also popular duriagttme due to marble resources from Sakyin H8l rdiles
north of Mandalay .

83The Straits Times, 2 February 1922, p.8; 14 JuB419.8. See image:Singapore Press Holding Cimlect
photo CD number PCD0052-071, National Archives 8pae
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Burmese Temple at Pulau Tikus for the water-thrgwgeremony to bring good luck for the coming
184

year.

During the same time line, the Burmese Buddhist roanity in Singapore observed the Burmese
Buddhist traditions. They mostly gathered at thenese Buddhist Temple at Kinta Road during the
fasting day of the Buddha to engage in fasting nagters; celebrated Burmese New Year and Visak
Day.185

Revival of Burmese Buddhism in Contemporary Malaysa and Singapore

In 1989 when Myanmar announced its open door poiigny Burmese workers and talents came to
Malaysia and Singapore to search greener pastuwgaerdble monks from Burma also came to
Singapore and Malaysia to serve as the spirituatens of Burmese workers, skilled workers and
their family members. And the open door policy ofjdimar has created opportunities for foreigners
to learn Buddhist Vipassana meditation in MyannTdrat provides the platform for the revival of
Burmese Buddhism in contemporary Malaysia and $ioga

With regard to the Buddha's teachings, there areetlwvays to practise Buddhist traditions: Pariyatti
understand basic Dhamma , learning the Buddhaidechy prayer, chanting and make offering;
Patipatti: direct knowing of a characteristic cdliyy; and Pativedha: deeper knowing with panna and
realising its goal. The first and the second wagsp@pular among Buddhists which include Burmese,
Chinese-Burmese and local Buddhists in MalaysiaSindapore.

With regard to “salvation” in the Buddhist sensegrithimaking is the most common practice by
Burmese laypeople. This involves the observancéhefFive Precepts and accumulation of good
merit through charity and good deeds. In everydalik Buddhism, Burmese Buddhists speak of
temple-building as a sure way to be reincarnatemarbetter spiritual position in a future lifetime

Those who observed Burmese Buddhist traditionsifesstt some portions of their wealth to build

“Theing” or ordination hall, “kyaung” or monasteryTazaung” or worship halls, “Zayat” or rest

house in the belief that such financial generosi#y for one’s own liberation from worldly bondage
but for salvation of all humankind. Records found Buddhist monuments often dedicate the
religious merits earned from their constructiorseth Buddhist establishments.

The Contribution of Burmese Buddhist Monk: SayadawU Pannya Vamsa

Merit-making is the most common path undertakerBoymese Buddhists. This path involves the
observance of the Five Precepts and accumulatiogoofl merit through charity and good deeds
(dana) in order to obtain a favourable rebirth. Tfforts of Agga Maha Pandita, Agga Maha
Saddhamma Jotika Venerable Sayadaw U Pannavamgpd example.

Sayadaw U Pannya Vamsa (born 1928 in Wakema, d gmwal in Irrawaddy Delta, Lower Myanmar)
is current resident chief monk of Dhammikarama BesenTemple in Penang, Malaysia and also the
spiritual chief monk of Maha Sasana Ramsi BurmesadBist Temple in Singapore. In 1970, he was

184«penang En Passant”, The Straits Times, 21 A0 p. 10
185The Straits Times, 14 July 1924, p. 8; 12 April 698. 8; 7 May 1930, p. 20
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selected by the Government of Burma to succeedrabiglent chief monk of Burmese Buddhist

Temple in Penang. In Malaysia, during 1970 to 19#9served as a religious advisor to the Young
Buddhist Association of Malaysia and as chief exmniof the Malaysia Buddhist examination

syndicate. He founded the Sunday Buddhist Instfut¢he study of Buddhism and meditation.

Since 1979, he has helped building Buddhist tempiaddwide including Singapore and Malaysia.
Among others, renovation of Dhammikarama Burmesenple, Burma Lane, Penang; Maha
Sasanaramsi Burmese Buddhist Temple, Singaporel(188/anmar Malaysia Buddhist Temple,
Kuala Lumpur(1999); Myanmar Kyaung, Petaling J&8elangol®®, Yatanacakka Buddhist Cente

a branch of Singapore Burmese Buddhist Temple(2010)

Among others, Maha Sasana Ramsi Burmese Buddhigpl€&n Singapore is worth to acknowledge
his efforts to overcome many obstacles during 1871990. Sayadaw earlier efforts in 1971 to build
a temple in Singapore with the help of the Dhamra&rg& society was not realised. Again in 1973, U
Ba Thein, son of late Khoo Teo Gou@U Kyaw Gaungraached Sayadaw at the Penang Burmese
Temple to assist him for the development of hispienat Kinta Road, but did not make possible. In
1990, the current temple namely Maha Sassana Raunsiese Buddhist Temple was made possible
after overcoming many obstacles and in puttingreffby venerable monks and lay Buddhists and
well-wishers.

Burmese Government conferred on him the religigilesstof Agga Maha Pandita and Agga Maha
Saddhamma Jotika in 1994 and 1998 respectively.

The Spread of Vipassana Meditation from Myanmar

Vipassana(insight) mediation centres have sproutedMyanmar during 1970s due to the
contributions of Buddhist monks and lay Buddhigtsiong many traditions, Mahd® tradition and
U Ba Khin® tradition are popular in Myanmar.

Mahasi tradition is a tradition in turn sitting amdlking. Primary object of meditation is the rigin
and falling of the abdomen. Much value is placed tba development of a continuous and
uninterrupted mindfulness in all activities of gdife, all movements during eating, dressing, iggtt
up etc. a household tradition that is traced bacthé Buddha. U Ba Khin tradition is a household
tradition which can be traced back to the Buddha.

Recently, Vipassana meditation, Chanmyay tradidiod U Ba Khin tradition, spread to Malaysia and
Singapore by the efforts of visiting Burmese moaksl foreign disciples who learnt meditation in
Yangon.

Chanmyay, teaching in the Mahasi tradition by ChgaynSayadaw®, began take root at Subang
Jaya Buddhist Association at Subang Jaya Buddhistodiation Selangor Malaysia through its
disciple Brante in 2003.

8No. 30, Jalan SS 2/72, Petaling Jaya, 47300 Selaktgdaysia.

18No. 18, Jalan Mahkota, Taman Iskandar, 80050, JBhbru, Malaysia.

188 |nsight Meditation: Mahasi Sayadaw- biographidagtsh, www.buddhanet.net/mahabio.htm
189 IMC UK: Sayagyi U Ba Khin, www.Internationalmeditancentre.org/sayagyi.html

190 www.chanmyay.org
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Brante Anandajoti is a Malaysia-born Chinese. Folynke was trained as an accountant for his
living. In July 1995, he was ordinated in Chanmydgditation Centre and to become a Buddhist
monk in Yangon where he has learnt Vipassana, btiee@ractices of Theravada Buddhism, for nine
years. During the meditation training, he was sghgntly invited as Mandarin interpreter to asgist
conducting interviews and providing meditation guide and for foreign yogis. He is currently the
chief monk and meditation teacher at Subang Jaylallist Association, Selangor in Malaysia, where
he uses Mandarin Chinese to teach Dhamma and flasipa, basic Vipassana meditation among
local Chinese Buddhist community/.

U Ba Khin tradition is taught by S.N. U Goenka ahdinma Malaya or Malaysia Vipassana
Meditation Societ}’?, Gambang Plantationin Kuantan. U Goenka’s apprastbtally non-sectarian.
It has a profound appeal to people of all backgdsunf every religion and no religion.

S. N. U Goenka, a Burma-born Indian descent, |dawosehold meditation from Sayagyi U Ba Khin
for fourteen years and began to teach meditatidt®80. He has appointed many of his disciples to
teach meditation worldwide including Dhamma Malayae centre is completed in 2007 with 102
bathroom-attached single rooms and private accoratim on 20 acres of land.

Burmese Buddhism: why and how survive in multi-relgious society?

Growth of Buddhist population among Chinese commurties

The national religion of Burma is Theravada Buddhfsom the early days of the Burmese kings. By
1901, 88.6 percent of the total population of Bumge believers of Buddhism. The largest Chinese
communities and the offspring of their marriagetwiBurmese wives were followers of Buddhism,
Theravada and the type prevalent in CHiid@he religious demographics have not changed much
until to the present days.

The 20" century saw the growth of Buddhist population ety in Penang but also in Singapore.

In Penang, Burmese immigrants from Burma made theirg in many ways. Some were traders
conducting barter trade. Some acquired British atioe and became civil servants such as suryeyors,
station masters and clerks as well as professaw@brs. They were devoted to Buddhist traditions.

There were also some Chinese from Burma settleghaoufacture cigar. For example, Sin Yew
Kyong (1890-1961), his wife Khoo lean Sim was a {}ydady, was the pioneer to set up a cigar
factory at No. 8, Tavoy Road, Penang. He employealia300 “choorut” rolling Burmese girls.
Burmese ladies from “choorut” or cigar factoriesrgveought by Chinese immigrants as wives. These
Chinese-Burmese were devoted BuddHists.

91subang Jaya Buddhist Association (also known aaRens Penganut Agama Buddha Subang Jayad@i
Wi #2), Selangor, Malaysia. www.sjba.org

192 \sww.malaya.dhamma.org

193 Arnold Wright. Twentieth Century Impression of Bua (The Bhikkhu Ananda: The religion of Burma),
Rangoon: Lloyds Greater Britain Publishing, 19102p

¥“Dato’ mary J. Ritchie & Ms Nyee Aye Toolseram, Base in Penang, 25 October 2009. (www.
Asiaexplorers.com/.../dhammikarama_burmese_templg.htm
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In Singapore, most Burmese immigrants include Gleénend their Burmese wives as well as their
offspring were Buddhists. For example, Khoo Teo @olW Kyaw Gaung (1866-1935) and his
Burmese wife Ma Khin Mae family, the donor of thege marble Buddha image; and members of
Burmese Buddhist Association at Kinta Road in Singe.

English and Mandarin as medium to transmit Dhamma

The Buddha teaches the Dhamma so that all beingbeéiberated from the cycle of birth and death.
Recently, the Dhamma is transmitted by paying ha@mag the Buddha and chanting
“parittas™**(protective texts or Buddhist prayers) in localgaages at Burmese Buddhist temples in
Malaysia and Singapore.

All “parittas”, some of Buddha’s teachings, areareled in Pali, the language of Theradava catifion
English educated visiting Burmese Buddhist monks lacal trustees of Burmese Buddhist temples
have made their efforts to transcribe them intoli&hgand Chinese (Madarin) language. For example,
Venerable U Tilokasiri in 2007 prepared a basid Bfahnting booklet of that kind. It is now widely
used among local devotees in Dhammikarama Burmesaple (Penang) and Maha Sasana Ramsi
Burmese Buddhist Temple (Singapore).

The chanting booklet is prepared according to thecept of parents providing basic household
education in three areas: physical, oral and metggsklopment. This booklet teaches devotees to
respect the Three Gems, Buddha, Dhamma and Saingthaee ways: bodily action, oral skills and
mental development. For bodily actions, devoteegaught to kneel before the image of the Buddha
as a mark of respect while chanting; for oral skitlevotees are taught to chant the correct wal; an
for mental development devotees are to contemmatéhe words of the Buddha as found in the
Suttas.

It is hope that those who use the booklet will digr the essence of Dhamma and develop good
social habits and positive thinking. According be Buddha’s teachings, a devotee must observe the
Five Precepts as the basic Buddhist practice. Haatog, as in the Pali pamphlet, starts with the
observance of the Five Precepts followed by takimge refuges, making material offerings such as
water, flowers, light, incense and food to the Bumidchanting “parittas” such as ‘Metta Sutta’ to
radiate loving-kindness; and finally sharing metit&ll beings.

Here is an example of verses: Veneration to thel§ 6em in English and mandarin:
Busshagunam anantam aham vandami sabbada (The ofiffine Buddha | venerate always)
B IR BT AT AR oKD T A (LA b 5 2 B )

Dhammagunam anantam aham vandami sabbada (The wftidis teaching | venerate
always)

125 L 9] B 5 BT O FEE 22 Kb At (LA [ ik ) 96925

19peter Harvey, Buddhism, London and New York: Cantim, 2001, p.59
19 Ditto, p.57
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Samghagunam anantam aham vandami sabbada (Time ofrthe Sangha | venerate always)

SR BT O] B SO FEE 22 K LA, CRLABORA T35 L 2 A i) 7

Recial and Cultural Integration

Racial integration is apparent in temple managemdtdr example, the key trustees of
Dhammikarama Burmese Temple (Penang) and Maha Raumngiese Buddhist Temple (Singapore)
are local Chinese. And all spiritual masters, msidnonks, are Burmese monks from Myanmatr.
They give Dhamma guidance to all devotees, those fMyanmar as well as from local Chinese
communities.

Cultural Integration can be seen both in templehiggcture and celebrations. Dhammikarama
Burmese Temple, over two hundred years, templdtaothre has been evolved, by many restorations
and temple redevelopment efforts, into culturaldybandscape.

Local Chinese Buddhists observe Confucian belief8urmese temples. Examples can be seen in
some Chinese celebrations such as Chanting in FdasaBuddhist scriptures on Chinese New Year
Eve and New Year Day and New Year Second Day; amdferring merits to the departed during the

7™ Chinese lunar month: Hungry Ghost Festidai¢ ).

Conclusion

Burmese Buddhism, which begins with a small stupé @ rest house in Penang, has taken root in
Malaysia and Singapore (once British Malaya) foerotwo hundred years. It has been focused on
some “integration” culture, in terms of languagel @elebrations at Burmese temples. The religious
landscape provides a healthy characteristic of aveegta Buddhism, blending of some Confucian
beliefs such as celebrations of Chinese New Yeat ldongry Ghost Festival, which co-exist
harmoniously in multi-racial and multi-religious cseties in Malaysia and Singapore. It reflects an
active and optimistic characteristic of human llfes an open and dynamic cultural system.

¥Dhammaikarama Pali Chanting & Maha SasanaramsiGhanting, Burmese Buddhist Temple Singapore,
pp.1&2
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BEERMEITEAFERTRARSTEWHRE

Investigation on the Hundred Years ofGuan Yintemples and Guan Yin Belief in Kinta Valley,
Perak

B¥ 4§/ Tan Ai Boay*

WE
T8 wm S A R A AT I M S A, R AT S R, A
BRI, SR EN L R 2 A A N SS 2R, W XA =B 5B A KAl %
S MEEBRALL, AR, REEEZT, RAEERRR O, 19 HACRE 20 4
PRI RIS & e, B T8 S R E AR R R, AR AR 28 5 b 280 I 20 ot o e 9 )
fho B 7RG SR R HERE RIS, BRHCEELUUREDE (Kuala Kuang Bt CAE S, WA=
MEEAT B B BUR, RE S REAFKF NIEEBF R

Abstract
This paper aims to study ti®@uan Yintemples and th&uan Yinbelief in Kinta, Perak through

inspecting historical materials. The early groupsChinese fortune seekers arrived at Malaya brought
along their belief and worship systems from respedtome regions: the Hakkas foundgah Shan Guo
Wang, Tan GongndHe Xian Gutemples. TheGuan Yintemples in Kinta are commonly “non-clan”
based temples. This worship phenomenon is beliewédhnscend the clan and region, agglomerate the
diverse Chinese societies in Malaya. Tgan Yintemples founded in late $@entury have the elements
of Buddhism, Taoism and Chinese folk religion, altgh they were usually deemed as fountain of
Chinese Buddhism.Besides combining findings frochiaal material and field research to discuss the
Guan Yintemple in Kinta, this paper also illustrate thersttip of Guan Yinin Chinese household today

by using Kuala Kuang as case study.
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BEERMEITEAFERTRARSTEWHRE

Investigation on the Hundred Years ofGuan Yintemples and Guan Yin Belief in Kinta Valley,
Perak

B¥ 4§/ Tan Ai Boay*

BEE MRS SRR, B, B8R REEM, 8RR A MRk, EA
MR, BE 2 BER ARSI T REE. SRR AaT e, REENEAREE
5 R & S, T A K5 2 v VA S . T S S R B £ A0 ) 5 e S
£, MREMEEERREL, GHEIELE T 2S5 RRERMEXREESGHERE, HAES
WHHT T AR, R SRR, T R MR AR T BE R T [

T8 e i SC Y A R AT I R RS S, RSO E LB WM . BT, &S
AETER LRSS, A8 ORTH®: B. BIEB A =, DURKRDE(Kuala Kuangjist
w1, PRES AR B LA . PORAR, ASCTEARAS R R B R BUIR

. ETEAEU B2 BERE
1. #HEZzEm"

FRng & (Pangkor Treatyl): 5B 1 D[4 55 A J8 5 . 18744 1 H 20 H, B'H R
BRRA R £ MONALR B FE B RAY, RFEBI2En] (Residentdi TFr 1 KRB AR E K LS
MR A . IR, Bk 28 0 L S IR 3 N QA A2t BRSO 35 2 1 A0
#)o THIE, SO RBUN & %95 B R INBUR KEEE S, BRER T INRGRE S, B
# N, 1877 4, JLHH R IBUMTERE & AL T 5% & (Perak State Council) B T Bk &uin be g, ## A\4H
AR E N . [F4F, B RO )RR 7 W] (Chinese Protectorate) B m]#E N H. [Ritbz
bb, BEFEIRBUN M E &R S5 NG, Horb—THER 18954 A L4, At
B RN, BIHEAIE 1055 3GakE 1 #9ik ft(exempted from registratioff)f4 5,
L MEBUR HISR, A B e 2 AL B AS 2 R 2 g, HA B A AR BUR R

//_\\'ﬁﬁ . 258

;?ﬁ@ﬁi?lﬁﬁi%@iﬁiﬁ%}\, Hh SR ATE 5 5 A [ 45k SRR 7T O RN DS B A

THRBA 449N 3/ Proceedings of the Strait Settlement Legislativer@i for 1874, Enclosure F. in Clarke to
Earl Kimberley, No. 43, Singapore, 24/2/1874, CB/27

B85 LA 5 2 M Perak Government Gazette 1885329 H .
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FEF R BUF A, St B i . (B2, E3ARRMT, B MBUFEM, W
HE SE R (0 AR N SCRT IR S T S RN AR B X BRI . EBURF IR, BR T RCERALAR 1) 2 A
I, WEELERILEL KBRS BT R R SR FLERBUF AR FIRWFET, hiiE R
JF . AE BRI AR RR 60 PR A A A T SURT R i o AR SCPE R B PR T 1) SORF A i OB R, FE b 3%
BUFRLERAE SR, SRR IR, RN ZAMIZ R R R A — AR, B L3RR 2 RR IR
P, BT
IBIAVEATE 18954 Hjit,
NEf&R. (FLE—)

VA = AR ERCERAE R, R T (EENEEAL R AL, LERA AR 2

F—: 18954 MIBURE M3
A A
4R,
o A8 | ARKn>
BIEE | Al 4 | =T | EAR | B | K ME A | 8 Z Al | R
L i bl
6 3 2 2 1 1 1 10 > > 1

GRARIR: tEE SRR 1895 (FEEER) (Perak Government Gazette, 1895.

RPIRRIE T8, B DR ER D M A2 4, W R, andEBE =40
B2 AR DR AR 2 o ) A 4 A o A v ™, 38 ] 2 o) B SRS ) 2 i S KA i s R RR
(Larut) %7 CED Wil FACH R L, BrCAIS LA A SR . 2O i 2 R 0 1 3 32 e 4% 4
B Ei(Lahat). FAHEEI. Fuk Shan Nam (Polai) $2ffi= (H#R) Kwong Seng Nhan(Polai) Nam
Tung Shan Kung (Kuala Dipang)Shing Wong Mi[u](Tupai) Leng Sing Miu(Tupai) Wing Loi Miu
(Kota)fl Sim Lio Bio (Kota). 4 e ity BB & Al v U EARAS 0202 PR 1Y) SR A 50 B8 6 bk
A2 HERIR PR B T, BEAKM, WTREZ N RGREE T Ok, SR, 2

POSUBR IR 7 R 18954 (1 5 i e .

26001 sy e \ [ BH R4 B89 . Wan Sin Tung (Kg Kepayan@) Kwan Sing Tai (Batu Gajah)
POUHBRE T R 2 BR, PR, COKT S B —AL AR B iU 2 ) Ob#EH®R) 12
H15H, FmAst.

20220104F 12 H 2 H gt i .

2O A R §5 R S AR SR AL SR AT R M BUIR . AR E RS AE S, S 2 KA Wl R PR TR A SR
24 5 1E 20104F 3 A MBI TR E, BGHACF S TAE# 25k 3k, Tan Lian Chew Fe&: 4550 %
Pertubuhan-pertuhuban Cina di Taiping Sebelum RBdbamia Kedua) ft#E 5 B K ERAE T, g
BRIV B AT 5 S P 5 8 o = I BAR P A, it DA TG 28 R 2 AN AE
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FERFRILITIR, BE R Ko fEREM, EMESHE SRy, 34 26 MLl ERT
FIBUREM, NSRS B, o Miein Tz, HERnR — s

F . 1895 BE B

EMAF (HFE) B34 7 R Hu RS HERE

[K]un [Y]an Miu B, KA = Ta{R (Ipoh) Su Leung Tsoi
Kun Yam Miu B 5 H ¥ (Tekah Menglembu) Ho Kam Hong
Kun Yam Miu B JE Tanjong Rambutan Chung Tung
Mo Pin Ku Miu s Gopeng Kwong Li 2 HAth
Kwang Fuk Ngam FEAR Kg Kepayang, Sg Raja Lau Meng Yan
Kun Yam Miu B B Papan Lam Kam

BRI R .

BE S misBaha k07 SR, AR RUR SEE BRE Sy O JER SRR, OB R A A AN A A )

Lo AR 1673FMIHNHE Z S HBRS . A HAE KRB ThRE;

1E 1800 A2 Ayl i 4 = 78 B

FIEETIRE, BEAR e SR EARE SRR, 2B RIGIE 2 H5K, **°1860 FAUE E LIRS, B, KK

JR I R A e T 2 ) — kA

2OTH 2 AR T AL ) B e SR AL 29

191HACH 32 12, BEIRKE M NS A SO AT RRER B, (ELGIR A 58 A0 RIAE I A5 N

R T R S IR S B I e

PrAERIBAIE, A NHISE Long Jaafart 1842 4E#%H]

PR, EREMGE B A R TEATBAER . DA RS, 1B A E B YR, BRAE R 5E
PRI, AP BRSO B . JTAT W B IR L, 1880 EARZAR, SEBUM il E B

FOLITE NP B PEThRe LS, #eE
YR R R TR S, B

R I TR B 5 e 473 T8 ) A e A C AN I /X R A
MR A S A R AR B R, B TR

IR AL, BT THA A B R RS R R AR RS L, B R R

B -
R -
D75 |, 45 132H .

3

CHEMPIELAE N SPEEY , K. WARFERRAR, 20024, 5 81H.
(MBI e N SR EERAEAR Y , I MEHEATE, 20034, 3 125H.

208 i, CRERB UL 4R = sl aE ) 25 ST Ab 483k, hitp://www.xiao-en.org/cultural/magazine.asp?84&doc=zh-

cn&id=622
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DA, SR BIREIR A B B IR S R . OUbAh, PO HT IR B AR RO BT A, R ARG
G S BB BB S AR, R E T L B AT BRI B

UEATEAERE Iy by, AR N SEAHPAR EL356 75 RASAL G AL 1 i 45 FTEE M, IE R A ke, i 5
(1322 7 5 SRR T R AP R BRI TR SRS AT . ST IS U 3 AN, 1 1879 4111 982\,

4% 188911 44,790\ . 27t 1890% 18924F, Z/AT /N[H i F (LT FT I F N7 . B Joc (1 B = ]
BB R, SORBIL S e, DURR RV B, BUEESTR 18704F. PMKIEEMSA U RL, W4T
I AR B B AL AR BRI R B I R

Edl

R=: ENEREERERMENAR. AL RER"

ER Bi% RBEIER Hu B

1870(Rl¥5 /L) BIGPha/as G | AR Tanjong Rambutan
1878" KAE FEW, #R fa 1R (Ipoh)
1889044 T L AF B IX | &8 RIKA & e &% (Kampar)
O )

1890044 1 /N4F) Bl T itk (Papan)
18900:4# 5k ) FEAR i ) R ErA L Kg. Kepayang, Sg, Raja
1892045+ )\ E B IK | Fid il B B 741 (Gopeng)
FREA)

1898 (LA ILRAEPE) | B35 3 R 7 (AT 6 & 122 (Menglembu)
19010644 L) | BRE B HH Bk

259 Tan Ai Boay, Linkages of Perak Chinese Capitan Wignangi%# 4 The International Society for the
Studies of Chinese Overseas(ISSCO) Conferenceyrgd 2011.

20 (B (Perak Annual Report) 1888, p. 10.

2Tty B AT — [F)IE JUAE” 2 88 (5 48 S35 T W A IR P B 52 BT A

2724 34 H 2008445 2 YR AT AE % FE AT 156 WS S 25 6055 Rt R TS 7 B 3N 3 22 U L R T A5
AR IA SRS . R, MBI MBS R ek NaEA A 1 (1890/9D , RUAE
e

AR —IE R, CRE EERTTIRE) , BRE. HRWEEALNEMRERE G, 2007 66 H.
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FAEBE N R JGEE RS, EATRRINA B R 08 Ry A 5 8, kst 2 5k R L3
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HERIRR, BB

1. BESHET
1.1 PRl
g R REEL, (NMMFTRREE. LT, FEAGRAGIES, WEE
. —KF, KEAHEARIEMN NI EZ (Lahaty@ sk, (HER ) 37 B B8 K i &
W A, A ZUH (SR N N2 15, o — NEB R AT, 27
1887, WMREAFZE), FF15] e JEiE RBUM B AR R B AR . 3 AN PRR 28 A& Uk
Z 5y EE 1860 & 1870 FARHIh RS, Mg (S I Eth FH i FHMERZ —. B
TE N 55 28 AP A (1) B R HICH B IR BA JARR—I st BB ni B, R E TR mesiAE, M
FARR b7 B IR SE 35 AN 5238 W o 3 N L Pl . 27
AR AE S5 A R B 1%, SEBURMSCRIBHSN, BEAEMALB ISR, TWABAINGR, + KA A4
S18% . ML FRENER R BRSNS UAE ARG 08 K1), DEBUR I i Bl B AR B 2 2. A2 K %
BUR H R 22 R0, 18 72 S AE I S st R SR BRI e %, WA & R, 2R 2 S N TS
e R BT, HaEmE.
FEOBR B 35 i ) B R AR AT 4, {HVE AT REAE 1890 SR H & . 2"¥Eyess H-LER I L E #4(1901)
TS ) 5 JB 2 ] B e g 0 2 IR AR BRATh RAHAL, 7E 191040, HEE AN LIS

ST B =B E L AT AN MR AR, EERBEFRAFAI. 5 Tan Ai Boay“Clan Organizations in the
Name of Gods: A Preliminary Survey of Chinese Texmph Kinta Valley in the late Yoand early 26
Centuries.”Paper presented at THeernational Malaysian Studies Conference (MS@8)h -18th March 2010.

216 (FELEHE) (Perak Annual Report),188%,%5 16 H .

TR b REL 2 S8, AT A S AR T B Mervyn Llewelyn Wynneft 19414F i ! i i Triad and Tabut %5
414% 4158 . EZEEE RIS 2%, EEBUFHBE A2 H.

SRR B S G, O T NEERR RIS, EER TR, SR R
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of Southeast Asian Studi&5(3), p. 423,
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The Spiral Model: A Practice of Malaysia Foguang San (MFGS) In Buddhism Works

Leong Chew Moi

Abstract

Malaysia Foguang Shan (MFGS) had gone through2the/ears of history in Malaysia, it
developed through 3periods as follows: period iofaim years 50-60, period foundation in years 70-80
and period stable in years 90 until now with thessitins: “To Propagate Dharma Through Cultural
Undertakings, To Nature Talents Through Educatibm,Benefit Society Through Charity, To Purify
Human Minds Through Group Cultivation”. The branehFGS located in Malaysia in early 1980s,
compared with other Asian countries, MFGS has plegre important role in propagated the “Humanistic
Buddhism” which founded by Ven.Hsingyun. Accorditige spiral model: Performance, Learning,
Reputation and Adaption, MFGS with the four missioof FGS: Culture, Education, Charity and

Buddhist Practices, has applied these four elememgaddhism Propagation Works.

Keywords: spiral model Malaysia Foguang Shan(MFGS)
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The Spiral Model: A Practice of Malaysia Foguang San (MFGS) In Buddhist Works

Leong Chew Moi

Introduction

The missions of Foguang Shan (FGS) are “To prdpaBaddhist teachings through cultural
activities, To foster talent through education, Gemefit society through charitable programs, Tafpur
human hearts and minds through Buddhist practidelaysia Foguang Shan(MFGS) as one of the most
developed branches in Asia is implementing the BoguModel in Malaysia. With the Buddhism
activities that are being conducted in MFGS, wentbthat the direction of FGS is strongly influendsd
the local culture. A virtuous spiral of FGS susgditity comprises four elements that should feed
positively into each other. These are performaregytation, learning and adaption. These four efgsne
are applied to the Buddhism works of FGS. The is@rpoint is performance in relation to the
organization’s missions. Recognition of the achiegst creates a positive reputation. In its turmpted
with its own performance assessment and publicessjmn (reputation) into the learning process,terea
the new knowledge that incorporates past insighd,Af the organization is agile, renewed insight
translates into organizational change and regeoarain others words, the organization adapts to
produce better impact and enhanced social valughwieinforces a positive reputation, which feeds

resources, and so the spiral continues(Alan Foxde0).

Learning
-insight
Reputation Adaption
-public trust -agility
Performance
-quality

A Practice of MFGS in Buddhist Works
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When Ven.Hsingyun came to preach in Sarawak (M&aym 18 November 1989, he said the
following: “ Since | left Los Angeles on the 8th tfis month | have passed through Hawaii, Sydney,
Brisbane and other places but | have not seenRoemén Magazirieand “Jueshi Magazirie. Now, my
heart feels warm when | get thaéueshi Magazine”(Vol 1144) from Bro. Xu Fengjia. FGS started from
culture and education. If this is compared to ¢iramork it may be a little harder to get recogmitidout
this is the way to propagate the dharma and | lbpe the devotees will be aware of this concept
(Hsingyun,1997)." Ven.Hsingyun emphasized to prepagiharma through culture as he knew that
culture can cultivate the truth, kindness and beaut person. Although it is a difficult and hasrk,
but Ven.Hsingyun is determined to propagated ttegrdh towards everyone in the best of ways.

MFGS is promoting the culture work positively.dtdone through the following methods:

Culture Works Function

Foguang Publications Sdn.Bhd. Publish MagazineBouks.
Foguang Yuarrt Gallery Arts and Culture

Special Events Exhibitions

In 1992, FGSM established the Malaysia Foguangu@uland Education Foundation which
published children’s Buddhist booklets, CDs and dhist books. On 8 Mar 1999, Foguang Publications
was officially registered with the Registration©@dmpany and assumed its present name. FGSM began
its mission to publish the monthly Pumen magazméalaysia. On Jan 2000, the monthly Buddhist
Magazine, Pumen (Malaysia Version), was officidynched. It was the first publication of FGS in
simplified Chinese. When the Pumen(Taiwan Versiogased operations and converted to the Merit
Times(daily newspaper) in 2000, the Malaysian Pum&sumed its role.(MFGS 2006,pg.64). We can
analyze that FGS localized the publication in Malayby using the simplified Chinese writing whittet
Malaysians are more familiar with. Pumen Magazitaeted to organise activities on May 2004 which

complemented the monthly theme of the magazine.atkigities, be it talks, movie appreciations, nusi
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sharing sessions or multimedia presentation argherbenefits of the readers. MFGS took over the
important role of publishing the magazine from F®&men is currently the magazine which is being
distributed at centers of FGS around the world.hWe same objectives and unity model, MFGS
function very well. Besides the Pumen Magazingyuamg Publications also publishes other books. Most
of the books are authored by Ven.Hsingyun which el published in simplified Chinese for the benefi
of local Malaysian readers.

It is always the aspiration of Ven.Hsingyun to sptFoguang Yuarart gallery at the FGS
temples. As he once said: “My vision is to builBaddhist arts and cultural galleries to serve tngppse
of education, exhibition and collection of valualaddhist heritage items.” Based on this visiorg th
FGS temples are built to demonstrate the beauBudtihist arts and cultures. The building of Foguang
Yuan Art Gallery was established in 1999. It isidéd into 2 halls, the exhibition hall and the tege
hall (MFGS 2006,pg76). To propagate dharma in dbffe ways, Ven.Hsingyun uses the unique method
of arts to covey the truth and beauty in BuddhiSinis is the first time such a method to propagate
dharma has been used in Malaysia.

MFGS has created many special and unique everithidva never been organized in Malaysia
before. One of these events is the annual “Foglamgzen Temple CNY Lantern and Flora Festival”. It
has attracted almost 1 million people consistertlgry year. FGS Done Zen Temple organized the
Lantern Festival since 2004 and has successfutlybawed cultures, celebration and Dharma in one. Sin
Chew Daily, the major Chinese newspaper in Malay&marked that, “The success of FGS Dong Zen
Temple lies in the fact that it has preserved then€se traditional culture and has strategicalgnpéd,
executed and publicised various kinds of progrants activities to suit all ages and all kinds of jpleo
Therefore, its success is expected.”(MFGS 2006169.1

Temple Dongzen is a famous tourism place thatdsgeized by the Selangor state government.
MFGS has the ability to conduct big events likestnanentioned previously. The concept for thesetsven

comes from Ven.Hsingyun who always uses many nelraaresting ways to propagate the Dharma.
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The World Premier Calligraphy Exhibition of Ven.Hgiyun entitled “To Enlighten Sentient
Beings” was held at the National Art Gallery on $rih 2005 for 72 days. It has received high
compliments from its 12,330 audiences from diffénestigions, races and nationalities. This is asoth
good way to propagate and share the goodness dhtrena not only to Buddhists but also to the ganer
public. Ven.Hsingyun has a vision to use a varietyinteresting method to deliver the teachings of
Buddha, one example of this is through calligraghyprings the message of truth, kindness and shows
the beauty of the world. Not only Buddhists appatsd this but so does everyone else.

Since 2003, FGSM and Buddha Light Internationadassation (BLIA) Malaysia Chapter has co-
organized the “Sound of the Human World” Buddhisminth Composing Presentation. The event
successfully gained its reputation among the coemsosnd musicians as one of the premier localraigi
music composition events with international stadddihe organizers also published a Commemorative
Album for the most outstanding compositions and tias received an overwhelming response from the
public. In 2005, the event was proudly held atriatBudaya proving its popularity. The local musisia
also viewed the activity as a great opportunityhare their compositions or music production wiité t
world when they represented Malaysia to perforrthatinternational arena (MFGS 2006,pg.129). The
message of Buddha's teachings is delivered throoglsic which is composed and wrote by
Ven.Hsingyun. The music is also being presenteatifiarent methods like jazz, pop, rock. This is tieo
effective way to attract the younger generatioleéon the Dharma.

Ven.Hsingyun always praised Malaysia as a “talevasehouse” in providing their talents by
contributing to the FGS career world. If comparedther countries, it can be found that the Sarajha
FGS that originates from Malaysia is the most aft@invan, that means Malaysia has a lot of studiants
the FGS Buddhist College. Dong Zen Institute of @udt Studies (“DZI”) was established on 1 Mar
1996 by Ven.Hsingyun. It aims to nurture talents Dimarma propagation for Malaysia and its
neighbouring countries. Throughout the years, D&d trained and provided many talents for FGS center

around the world (MFGS 2006, pg.58).
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Besides Sangha education, MFGS also emphasizesnimegnity education such as children
Sunday dharma class, humanistic Buddhist Readirspdation, Malaysia Foguang Scout and senior
citizens dharma class.

With the scandalized of FGS, it follows a standstrdlying syllabus in all of its Buddhist College
around the world. This provides the students witlo@sistent and effective studying method throughou
the world. After their studies, the students hawehaice to become a monk or a nun. Besides they, th
can also contribute in their own way to the orgatian and society.

One of MFGS missions is to nurture new talents wiilb contribute to the society by starting
their Buddhism career in FGS. Malaysians has dautied a lot of Sangha through the cultivation @ th
FGS Buddhism. Most of them played an important iolehe early years of propagating the dharma
globally.

With the concept “save the urgently than poorMEGS and BLIA Malaysia Chapter played an
important role in helping victims of natural disassuch as the Tsunami disaster in 2004, the ifigsd
of southern Malaysia in 2006 and the Sichuan eadkg in 2008. MFGS took the action to gather the
devotees of Foguang to give a helping hand thrémgincial or mental support.

MFGS conducts a lot of Buddhist Practices actidtych as short term monastic retreat,
meditation retreat, eight precepts retreat, dhdatka, dharma study groups and so on. Buddhistipesc
are important for a Buddhist, it will cultivate tiheligion sentiment for a Buddhist. FGS standardiitte
sutta practices which is performed every Saturdglgtraround the world. This is so that all devoteds
be familiar with the operating mode of FGS wherethey are. With the implementation of Buddhist

practices one can create a more truthful, kindtaeaitiful world.
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Conclusion

With meeting its four missions, MFGS has succeedpplying the Spiral Model in Malaysia.
In performance, MFGS conducting the publicatiomts gallery and special culture events to propagate
dharma through the culture; as a “talents wareHafSEGS, MFGS nurture the talents in the same way
with FGS; with the concept “save the urgently tpaorly”, MFGS played an important role in delivagin
aid to victims of the Tsunami, Malaysian floods @idhuan earthquake with the co-operation of the
media. With the implementation of Buddhist pradiiGveryone can create a more truthful, kind and
beautiful world. In reputation, MFGS has succeedttipact a lot of devotees in applying Humanistic
Buddhism, this is a recognition of the public. Witle recognition and feedback from devotees, MFGS i
continuing in learning process. MFGS as the braofdRGS, it has adapted the Malaysia’s culturaksn i

Buddhism propagation works.
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‘On the evolution of the edition of Buddhist columrs of Chinese print media in Malaysia’
— a case study of ‘Deng Bi-An’ ilMNanyang Siang Pau

Tam Man Soon
Abstract

The Buddhist column iNanyang Siang Pauvhich is entitled as ‘Ci Hang' by the Venerabledter
Chok Mor, is originated in 4th August 1992. The $eholder, Mr. Chan He-Jin, was the first editor of
this column. At that time, the main part of thewnh, which is called ‘Ling Hang’, was mainly focos
exclusive interviews as well as introducing Buddiiemples and Buddhist events. Also, some of the
articles were contributed by the specific columsi@hd the public. Besides that, the column answers
reader’s letters. In 1994, the former editor wadaeed by Mr. Ang Gu. The customary style basically
remained the same, besides which the editor oftdimg up his own drawing according the contenhef t
articles, which expresses some kind of aesthegiowi In 1997, Mr. Lai Kah-Heong took over Mr. Asg’
editorial role. The customary style of the columonf 1997 to 2002 basically remained the same.dn th
second half of 2002, the subject matter begandsgnt by way of issue discussion. In 2003, thenaolu
started to launch more regular issues. In additmrthe general topic of Buddhism, the range of
discussion in this column was also associated thighissues of civil society and the issues of curre
events happening in our society. After attendingeditation retreat organized by the Viethamese Zen
Master Thich Nhat Hannh, he knows how to applysihieit of compassion in Buddhism to various levels
in our society. However, he often faces some ofdiffeculties such as the shortage of time for ib®ue
planning, the lack of manpower and as a resultgpert is not written in depth. Furthermore, tovenst
‘putting the cart before the horse’, he must delibe about how to balance between the concerneof th
current issue and the intensity of religious pictn such a religious column.
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Thought of Zen in Mahua Buddhist Prose
Kek Lian Wah
Abstract

Partly of the Mahua Buddhist prose contain the gidwand interest of Zen.They are full of Buddhist
values and literary values work.This paper examase®n authors ,Li Jia Xiang,Huang Xue Ming,Lin Jin
Cheng,Shen Ming Xin,Ho Nai Kin,Duo La,Ye Qiu Horapd Liang Fang,the thought of Zen in their
work and the relation between them and Zen. Theareh shows that these authors have expressed
some thought of Zen such as no ego, absence efitidas or thoughts, emptiness, natural, ordinangm
living at the present moment in their work.Few loérm working in Buddhist culture institution, while
other show their preference on Zen and the way finegtise the Zen.Authors have been influenced by
Zen in the aspect of life aesthetic values,life dadth view ,world view,and nature ecological view.
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Abstract

Master Chok Mor was best known certainly and higlalented in his poetry,calligraphy and painting.
Walking around the temple premises, one will beedblenjoy many of Master's works and masterpiece
at every corner. However, the present academitecstidl lacks this aspect of such the researddaster
Chok Mor’s art piece although his works having lyghfluential towards Malaysian Buddhists and
artistic circle. Therefore, this article attemptsrhake a breakthrough in order to perform a thdnoug
exploration into the Master’s paintings. First dIf this article reorganizes systematically abouadtér
Chok Mor’s experience in Zen practice to furthescdiss the foundation as the base with his profeunad
abstruse principles in the paintings. Secondlig, fibllowed by the analysis of Master’s principliezzn
elements applied in the paintings.The Master stu@addhism and Zen retreats before he learned to
paint. Since then, Master already had cumulatiarsy/ef profound Buddhist knowledge and cultivation.
This exactly gave fresh impetus to the cause irphistings. Master Chok Mor's skill was inheritednh

Mr. Gao Jianfu who founded the Lingnan school dfpainting. Mr. Gao was known as the Lingnan
Master with his emphasis valued on painting inniovatThis school matched very correspondingly and
naturally to Master Chok Mor's personality. The k&as epiphany moment of Zen mixed well with his
nonaffected cogitation abilities integrated genitlythe works creation. Undoubtedly, the secret of
profound and abstruse principles of Zen could hendoon the Master's works. The Master's natural
refined personality is well portrayed in his works, particular the portraits, such as Avalokitara
Bodhisattva, Arahant, Anayus, Cloth Sack Buddhist Priest, etc. The Mastemoedted art aimed to
promote Buddhism.Therefore, his literary and artke@ppeal to both cultured and popular tastes.
General public can easily accept the Master's pajatand enjoy his works. Thus,one could savour
infinite allegorical words which are contained is paintings, for instance, the figure of ‘Conteatpn

on the Sound of Waterfall’ which portrays all sasfshe antithesis in showing the balance and haymo
world. In addition, the figure shows also the chtgnat ease and focused before it emerges furiteer
the harmony state of compassion and wisdom. Andiherxample is the figure of ‘Cloth Sack Buddhist
Priest’, which obviously painted in the greatestngard of happiness and joy; yet the figure seems
actually calling the beings to comprehend in undeding the real meaning of life and death; thedLor
Buddha and the devil. In summary, Master Chok Mgr&ntings seem could lead beings towards
renunciation by freeing oneself from attachment suffering.
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